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Nicole Hardy, RN, Director of Nursing - 19 years 
Dylan Johnson, LPN, Unit Coordinator-Rehabilitation - 4 years

Ken Thompson, Administrator - 21 years

At Saint Anthony Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, we believe in delivering the highest 
quality of client care. Our unparalleled expertise, commitment, and compassion assures 
that we provide the very best healthcare in each service we offer.

LONG-TERM CARE
• Neuromuscular Rehab
• Stroke Rehab
• Pain Management
• Respiratory Therapy
• Physical, occupational  
 & speech therapy
• Wound Care & Prevention

SHORT-TERM CARE
• Physical, occupational &
 speech therapy, both in/ 
 out patient services
• Cancer Care
• Cardiac Care & Rehab
• Diabetes Care
• IV Therapy

THE ONLY PRIVATELY-OWNED  
FACILITY IN LAFAYETTE 
 
1-1 SPECIALIZED THERAPY 
 
HIGH STAFF-TO-RESIDENT RATIO 
 
DAILY CHAPEL SERVICES TO MEET 
YOUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS

STEP 1

DOWNLOAD
STEP 2

ENROLL
STEP 3 

CONNECT

IU Health VIRTUAL VISITS offers convenient access to highly skilled 
providers from your smartphone, tablet or computer. Find out if 
Virtual Visits are right for you. Have a conversation with your 
provider at your next visit or call 765.448.8100 to learn more.
*Covered by most IU Health Plans

Easy as 1, 2, 3

1.  Download the free IU Health VIRTUAL VISITS app or launch on
your computer at iuhealth.org/virtualvisits.

2.  Enroll by creating a free login.
3.  Connect with a provider and get treatment for symptoms related

to allergies, coughs, infections, nausea and more.

A faster, easier way to see a provider

IU Health VIRTUAL VISITS 

©2019 IU Health  05/19  IUHArnett

VIRTUAL
V I S I T S
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For an amazing new, custom-built home and an equally amazing  
home-buying experience, choose Timberstone — Greater Lafayette's local 
builder dedicated to offering the highest standard in design style, quality 

workmanship and service integrity in Indiana.

Barrington Woods  
neighborhood now selling in Lafayette.

• Homes starting  from the 250’s •  
• Across from Wyandotte Elementary School • 

• Basement sites available •

For more information call  
Chris Scheumann at 765.412.8827  
or visit Timberstone-Homes.com

 
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2

Welcome to the Spring 2020 edition of 
Greater Lafayette Magazine!  When the  
stories inside this Spring issue were de-
veloped and written, COVID-19 and social 
distancing weren’t a part of our vocabularies, 
the economy was strong and local businesses  
were robust and thriving.  The stories in  
this issue reflect that. And although many  
of the businesses and outdoor venues  
highlighted here may still be closed or  
restricted due to COVID-19, we believe we  
could all use a pleasant distraction with  

topics not associated with the pandemic and the economic crisis  
facing our local community, state, nation and world.

 On these pages you’ll find examples of the things that make us 
such a great community – our outstanding parks systems; farmers 
markets that showcase the best of local fresh produce and crafts; 
local bakeries with their crave-worthy offerings; and SAMARA, 
a Frank Lloyd Wright home tucked away in West Lafayette.  It’s 
the strength of our community and our people that will sustain us 
through this crisis.  You can see that strength on display across the 
community from support for our restaurants and small businesses, 
to blood drives sprouting up, to volunteers handing out food at the 
schools for kids and their families, to the graciousness in how we are 
treating one another.  It is remarkable to witness.

 Thank you to everyone for what you are doing to help us all get 
through this pandemic. 

Remain strong as a community and this crisis will one day be 
behind us.

 To those of you who have been most impacted through illness,  
suffering, and loss of life, we send our prayers and what comfort we 
can.  And thank you to our first responders, nurses, doctors  
and hospitals for their work in keeping us all safe. 

 This community and your willingness to help each other through 
times like this are special. 

GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE

Editor
- Carol Bangert
Art Director/Graphic Designer
- Kara Bishop
Marketing Director
- Michelle Brantley
Advertising
- Resa Hodnett

MISSION 
Greater Lafayette Magazine captures the 
spirit and vitality of the people who call 
Greater Lafayette home and what it means 
to live, work and thrive here. It tells the 
region’s success stories, from business 
expansions, entrepreneurship, leadership 
and philanthropy to quality of life, arts and 
cultural events. Our hope is that readers of 
Greater Lafayette Magazine will become 
active participants in the world around  
them and join in our mission to make 
Greater Lafayette the place where progress, 
creativity and community come together.

AUDIENCE 
Greater Lafayette Magazine serves as the 
leading quality-of-life and business trade 
publication for the area. Leveraging our 
award-winning team of writers and design-
ers, Greater Lafayette Magazine attracts a 
diverse group of readers who are engaged 
in the community as consumers, visitors, 
business leaders, volunteers, residents and 
future residents of Tippecanoe County. This 
publication is for anyone that appreciates a 
good story that not only reveals something 
new about our community but offers insight 
and pride for the place we call home. 

ADVERTISING
To advertise or to receive information about 
advertising in Greater Lafayette Magazine, 
contact Resa Hodnett at (765) 412-0022.

PRINTER
The National Group 

CIRCULATION
Greater Lafayette Magazine is published 
four times a year (January/April/July/
October), with a print distribution of 4,000, 
and up to 10,000 online subscribers/views. 
Distribution channels will include online, 
mobile, various newsstands, and pass-along 
venues including restaurants, businesses, 
organizations, community centers, hotel 
lobbies and healthcare facilities. 

Greater Lafayette Magazine is a publication 
of Greater Lafayette Commerce
337 Columbia St., Lafayette, IN 47901  
(765) 742-4044 
greaterlafayettecommerce.com
Contact: (765) 742-4044 
info@greaterlafayettecommerce.com

WE ARE     TOGETHER

THAT’S WHAT MAKES US
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Reliable internet 
without the hassle
Tipmont REMC and Wintek joined forces to bring reliable and affordable high-speed internet to 
the communities we serve.  Our fiber internet offers speeds up to 1 Gbps (1,000 Mbps) and 
unlimited data. These speeds enable Wintek customers to stream videos, work and play games 
online, and download and upload—on multiple devices—with ease and reliability. 

But don’t just take our word for it. Check out what customers are saying about their 
Wintek internet service:

The service is six times better than what I was 
getting from my previous provider and I am
spending 25-30 dollars less.” 

— William P.

Wintek is awesome. The service 
is great. Employees surpassed 
my expectations.” 

— Christina F.

join.wintek.com  /  (800) 726-3953

Experience internet and technology solutions 
from people who are proud to be part of your local 
community. Visit join.wintek.com to learn more.

“ “
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These are the words that come to mind when one pictures 
living in an urban downtown. Surrounded by high-rise buildings, 
eclectic architecture and nightlife — it’s a young sophisticate’s 
dream. 

And it’s available right here in River City. 
Downtown, right on the riverfront, a short walk to the court-

house, with stunning views — it’s the hip and happening place to 
live in Lafayette. 

And if you want to be part of it, brace yourself: There may be a 
wait.

Destination of choice
When Ben McCartney and Cathleen Campbell moved to town 

in 2018, downtown was their preference on where to live.  
McCartney actually grew up in West Lafayette. But after being 
away for several years living near the East Coast, he and his new 
wife decided they wanted that urban feel.

“When moving to Lafayette, Cathleen and I were hoping to 
embrace what small-town life has to offer,” says McCartney.  
“For us that meant walking to work, walking to church and  
walking to our favorite restaurants and hang-out spots.” 

It’s been a perfect fit for the two of them; McCartney walks to 
work at Purdue University, and they’ve found their niche with 
places to eat downtown. They wouldn’t have it any other way. 

Convenience and charm 
Proximity to bars and restaurants plus the ability to walk  

places are all reasons given for opting to live downtown, says 
relocation specialist Faye Cole of Lafayette Relocation Services.

“Part of it is just the charm of living downtown,” Cole says,  
“A lot of my clients are younger people. They love to be able to 
walk to bars and restaurants, and they don’t want to risk getting 
a DUI.”

Downtown culture is a big draw, says Kelsey Talbot, proper-
ty manager with W.H. Long. Adding to that, the allure of the 
uniqueness of the architecture makes it a desirable place for 
young professionals to get their start. 

“The downtown market is hot,” she says. “The proximity to 
campus without being on it, that’s a really big draw.”

Plus, she says, people are attracted to the historic buildings. 
“The exposed brick, the character of these buildings,” she says. 

“You don’t get that everywhere. The corner units with downtown 
views — people really like that aesthetic, being in the heart of 
things.”  

Yet it’s not just young people who opt for life downtown. 
“We see all walks of life in terms of ages and lifestyle,” Talbot 

says. She sees graduate students who want to be near campus, 

Hot spot :  
Lafayette’s downtown the place to be

Chic.  
Hip.  

Trendy.

BY CINDY GERLACH 
PHOTOS BY CHRISTINE PETKOV
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“Buying local, supporting small businesses,” 
she says. “You see that familiar face — it makes 
you want to go back and be a part of it.”

Options for living
Just like the people who live downtown, the 

downtown residences are not all the same. From 
quirky lofts to high-end luxury apartments, 
downtown dwellings come in all shapes and 
sizes. 

Many apartments are part of buildings that are 
around a century old. For example, the historic 
Schultz Building, 216 N. Fourth St., is a mixed-
use building with businesses on the main floors 
and apartments above. An older building, the 
units feature high ceilings with an urban loft 
feel, some with exposed brick and vents and tall 
windows, giving a panoramic view of downtown. 
The apartments vary, from studio to two bed-
rooms, anywhere from 460 square feet to nearly 
900. They all come with renovated kitchens with 
a dishwasher, garbage disposal and microwave. 
Plus, each unit comes with in-unit laundry  
facilities. 

Contrast the older architecture with the Marq 
apartments, just a few blocks away on Second 
Street. The Marq is brand-new construction with 
more of a luxury high-rise ambience. The apart-
ments have private balconies, walk-in closets, 
in-unit laundry and garage parking. Upper floors 
have stunning views of the Wabash River.  

Multiple other complexes are scattered 
throughout downtown, from the Lahr Apart-
ments — a former hotel — to Renaissance Place, 
across from Riehle Plaza. And all over downtown 
are various apartments hidden above shops and 
storefronts, all with a variety of floorplans  
and amenities. 

Drawbacks
For some people, worrying about parking 

might make living downtown a bit intimidat-
ing. Talbot says there are places to rent a space 
that are affordable. And Cole, whose office is 
downtown, says the lack of parking downtown is 
exaggerated. 

“The perception is there’s no downtown park-
ing,” she says. “In my experience, I can always 
find a parking space within one block of where 
I’m going,” 

to highlight upper Main Street, also draws 
crowds, as it features local musical performances 
and eateries. The annual Taste of Tippecanoe 
features multiple stages with live performances 
and dozens of local restaurants. Lafayette’s giant 
Independence Day celebration also is downtown, 
with fireworks being lit from the pedestrian 
bridge over the river. And come December, the 
Christmas parade and Dickens of a Christmas 
bring a fun and festive holiday air — again, right 
downtown. 

Downtown residents get to take part in all of 
these celebrations and activities — again, minus 
the frustration of looking for parking. It’s a per-
fect mix, says Talbot.

“You’re a part of downtown but not right in the 
middle of it,” she says. “You still have some quiet 
and serenity when you want it.”

For some young people, being right in the 
midst of things is a lifestyle choice. Talbot finds 
that a lot of her younger clients are commit-
ted to living more sustainably, to buying local 
and living in a community they know well. For 
them, downtown living means they drive less 
and frequent businesses with whom they have a 
relationship.

but not right in the heart of the undergradu-
ate party scene, which can be a little loud and 
rambunctious. She also sees Purdue faculty and 
professionals who travel frequently, thus they 
don’t want the upkeep of a house and a lawn. 

“Downtown draws a lot of different people in; 
so many people are here for different reasons.” 

Arts and culture at your fingertips
Part of the attraction of living in downtown 

Lafayette is the proximity to entertainment, arts 
and culture. 

For some people, it’s the convenience of being 
able to walk to so many restaurants and bars. 
And the options don’t disappoint — downtown 
Lafayette is home to more than 20 eateries, 
with food options from hamburgers and pizza, 
Italian, sushi, pub fare and high-end dining with 
fine wines. Plenty of these restaurants offer patio 
seating for warm weather dining. And for people 
who live just up the block, these all come without 
the hassle of searching for parking.

And for others, it’s access to performances  
and nightlife. Downtown Lafayette is home to 
multiple art galleries, which open their doors 
several times each year to host downtown Gal-
lery Walks. Many bars offer live musical perfor-
mances by local bands. And regular performanc-
es by local performing arts groups are featured 
downtown, including Civic Theatre, the Lafay-
ette Master Chorale, the Lafayette Symphony 
Orchestra and the Tippecanoe Chamber Music 
Society — all of which perform in downtown 
theaters and churches. 

The Long Center for the Performing Arts and 
the Lafayette Theater both bring in outside pro-
gramming, an eclectic variety of shows geared 
toward audiences of all ages. 

There are multiple houses of worship down-
town that also are easily accessible. Fun and 
funky gift shops, antique stores and bookstores 
— locally owned — offer fun for both buyers and 
browsers alike. The county library is convenient. 
And from May to October, the downtown farm-
ers market offers shopping for high-quality food 
items from local vendors. 

Downtown festivals are another big draw. The 
aforementioned Gallery Walks keep downtown 
alive on Friday evenings throughout the warm-
er months. Mosey Down Main Street, designed 
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VISITORS CENTER

Want to stay updated on the community happenings? Let us put you on our mailing list to receive 
regular updates on local happenings and the yearly visitors guide. Need help in preparing a bid 
to bring your state tournament or meeting here? Have family or friends visiting? Want to take a 
staycation in your own backyard?  Whether you are a lifelong resident, a newcomer, thinking of 

moving here or just visiting, the Visit Team can offer valuable insights to the community.

Stop in the Visitors Center and check out the variety of brochures on the area and Indiana.  
Give us a call or email us for information, and HomeOfPurdue.com offers lots of great insight too!

As a community, we have so much to be proud of. Help us spread the message to friends 
and family of what a warm and welcoming place the Greater Lafayette area is.

 

Share your favorite pics of our community...  
Tag your social media photos with #HOMEOFPURDUE

Follow our social media channels for local happenings!
 

Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette

A great place to live, work and play!

 The Visit Team is Here to Help!

Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette  •  301 Frontage Road, Lafayette, IN 47905  •  Visitors Center is open 7 days a week. Visit website for hours.

GLCmagazine_VisitLWLad.indd   1 3/14/20   7:44 PM

Plus, with the Connector Bus, which runs 
between downtown and Purdue University every 
20 minutes, it’s easy to get from one place to 
another. 

Safety might be a concern for some, with 
downtown areas generally having a reputation as 
being a bit more gritty and edgy. Also not true, 
says Cole.

“There is no place in Lafayette/West Lafay-
ette I wouldn’t park my car and still get out and 
walk,” she says. “We’re still a better community 
than most of them.”

And for people who might rent in a building 
that does not offer standard amenities such as 
laundry and workout facilities, those places are 
all available downtown, just a short walk. 

If living downtown sounds like the perfect fit 
for you, be prepared: Vacancies are few. Talbot 
says there is a waiting list, with most places near 
capacity. 

“In the last two years, prices have shot up,” 
Cole says. “There’s beautiful new construction, 
but it’s executive housing. Affordable housing 
will soon be lacking.”

For McCartney and Campbell, living down-
town has proven to be exactly what they were 
looking for.

“Downtown Lafayette has so much going for it 
that it’s been super easy to live mostly on foot,” 
McCartney says. “And with new restaurants — 
and the spring — just around the corner, we’re 
excited to continue to live downtown!” ★
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FRUITS OF LABOR
More than a century  
and a half ago, when  
people rode their horses  
to town and brought  
baskets to hold their  
purchases, Greater  
Lafayette residents began 
gathering in downtown 
Lafayette to buy products 
such as cured meat and 
fresh fruit directly from 
farmers. Today, the his-
toric downtown Lafayette 
Farmers Market, which 
has been in continuous 
operation since 1839, is 
one of four seasonal retail 
marketplaces in Greater 
Lafayette. From bath  
salts to barbecue and  
from mushrooms to  
marigolds, local markets — 
just like the ones of the  
19th century — offer farm-
fresh and small-batch 
goodies along with the 
chance to meet the people 
who create them. 
 

LAFAYETTE FARMERS MARKET
lafayettefarmersmarket.com 

Fifth Street between Main & Columbia.
Runs May through October, Saturdays 
from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Organized by Greater Lafayette 
Commerce, the historic Lafayette 
Farmers Market is known primarily 
for its abundance of fresh produce, 
as well as flowers, plants, baked 
goods and to-go meals, along with 
specialty items such as wildflower 
honey, beer jelly, botanical bath 
salts, handcrafted jewelry, herbal 
medicinals and hand-sewn baby 
clothes. Bring your reusable bags 
and shop to the tunes of local artists 
playing folk, rock, country, blues 
and jazz. A vendor list can be found 
on the website, which also features 
a chart showing produce currently 
in season and a fruit-and-vegetables 
quiz for kids. 

PURDUE FARMERS MARKET
lafayettefarmersmarket.com 

Memorial Mall on the Purdue University 
campus. Opens July 2.  

Organized by Purdue Campus 
Planning and Sustainability in 
conjunction with Greater Lafayette 
Commerce, the Purdue Farmers 
Market features around 25 vendors 
each week, including the Purdue 
Student Farm, operated by the 
College of Agriculture. Pick up local 
fresh produce, herbs, plants, fresh-
cut flowers, meat and baked items 
as well as prepared foods, and pick a 
comfortable spot to have your lunch. 
Through the market’s passport pro-
gram, you can collect stamps when 
you visit market vendors and return 
to the Campus Planning and Sus-
tainability booth to spin a wheel for 
zero-waste prizes. Email sustainabil-
ity@purdue.edu or visit the market 
to sign up for a weekly newsletter.  

Note from the Purdue and Lafayette Farmers Market Liaison, West Lafayette Market Liaison:
The information in this story represents a typical Farmers Market season. Due to COVID-19, our 2020 season will not be a typical one. The Purdue, 
West Lafayette and Lafayette markets care about the safety of our vendors, customers and community. As such, we will be implementing proto-
cols to limit social interactions through June 2020. This includes limiting vendors, opening times, and customer interactions. This is a sad but 
necessary step to help ensure that our markets can continue to provide service as safely as possible.  

Market-goers can locate the most up-to-date market information on our social media pages and websites. We appreciate the understanding of our 
community to work together and assist our administrations in putting these protocols into place. We look forward to resuming our typical seasons 
and seeing all of our friends and community members soon. By working together, we will get through this.

BY ANGELA K. ROBERTS     PHOTOS PROVIDED

Stock up on fresh, local offerings 
     at Greater Lafayette farmers markets
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Shifting to smart meters that give you  
more control.

Using technology to respond even quicker  
when the power goes out. 

Providing access to more renewable  
energy choices.

We’re already building tomorrow’s intelligent and innovative 
energy future.

SMART. CLEAN. RELIABLE.

Discover what our energy investments mean for  
you: duke-energy.com/SMARTER

WEST LAFAYETTE FARMERS MARKET
facebook.com/westlafayettefarm-
ersmarket 

Cumberland Park, 3001 N. Salisbury 
Street. Runs May through October, 
Wednesdays from 3:30-7 p.m.

Nestled among the ball courts of 
Cumberland Park, the dog-friendly 
West Lafayette Farmers Market is 
organized by the City of West La-
fayette. It features around 50 ven-
dors each week with fresh produce, 
baked goods, handmade items such 
as soap and jewelry, food trucks 
and wine from two local wineries. 
As you shop, sip and eat, listen to 
live music and visit information 
booths, where you can learn about 
community happenings. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

CARNAHAN HALL WINTER MARKET
lafayettefarmersmarket.com 

Market Square Shopping Center,  
2200 Elmwood Ave., A6, Lafayette.
Runs November to April. 

The new indoor market, which 
debuted in January and is spon-
sored by Carnahan Hall, Greater 
Lafayette Commerce and Market 
Square Shopping Center, brings 
together local shopping enthusiasts 
with merchants in chillier months. 
Some vendors are scheduled for 
the entire season, while others are 
there only on select days. Collec-
tively, they offer faux leather ear-
rings, barbecued meat, local honey 
and maple syrup, herbal medici-
nals, custom woodworking, natural 
skin care products, homemade 
dog treats, fresh bread, organic 
produce, art, jewelry, cosmetics, 
handmade baby items and vegan 
cheese. ★
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They build the roads. They construct the houses. They care for the 
elderly. They put out fires. They keep your car running. They are the 
thousands of Tippecanoe County residents who make a living in industry 
and trade professions, and there is a growing need for more of them.

Current economic drivers make it critical for the community to attract 
and keep carpenters, bricklayers, electricians, plumbers and others in the 
construction and building trades, says Stephen Snyder, president of the 
Tippecanoe Building Trades Council, which represents 17 trade associa-
tions and unions in nine central Indiana counties.

And many students are suited for careers in such fields as culinary 
arts, information technology or nursing that require technical training 
or certification, but they may not be aware of the available options, says 
Miranda Hutcheson, director of Career and Technical Education at the 
new Greater Lafayette Career Academy. 

Trades and technical jobs are plentiful and critical to any community’s 
economic health and Snyder and Hutcheson’s organizations, in coopera-
tion with others, are creating opportunities for students to explore  
different career paths and have hands-on experience by the time they 
graduate from high school. 

Some students want to get first-hand experience before committing to 
a university program, and others want to get into the work force as soon 
as possible, says Hutcheson. Apprenticeships through the trades coun-
cil and classes and training through the career academy provide those 
opportunities, and come at a critical time.

A “perfect storm” of circumstances has led to the current need and 
cooperative push to interest students in such careers, Snyder says: 

• The population is aging, and many skilled professionals such as   
 plumbers, roofers and sheet metal workers are retiring.

• The construction market is hot and in need of skilled workers.
• Families and students are increasingly concerned about the cost of a   

 college education and paying back student loans. 
“A lot of parents, students and high school counselors are excited about 

our apprenticeship programs that will lead to a good job without a moun-
tain of debt,” says Snyder. Students willing to work hard can complete a 
three- or four-year apprenticeship and get a job that pays a living wage, 
allowing them to buy a home and raise a family.

And students can get a leg up on an undergraduate degree by taking 
college-level courses for free through the career academy while still in 
high school, says Hutcheson. She estimates that college-bound students 
in some fields can save from a few hundred dollars to $10,000 in univer-
sity tuition costs, and the academy allows students to explore different 
careers before committing to a course of study after high school.

The first phase of the academy opened last August in the former Lafay-
ette Life Insurance building on South 18th Street in Lafayette. Indiana has 
long been home to such career centers, and local educators and industry 
representatives talked about opening one for several years. The pieces fell 
into place when the building became available and all three county school 
districts decided to work together to get it up and running, Hutcheson 
says. Snyder sits on the advisory board of the career academy, as do a 

If I had a  
hammer — 
and someone 
trained to  
use it
BY RADONNA FIORINI 
PHOTOS PROVIDED

18    GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE    19



20    GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE    21

Interested in any of these programs or opportunities?  
Learn more at:
• Work Ethic Certificate: glcareeracademy.com/work-ethic-certification
• Greater Lafayette Career Academy: glcareeracademy.com
• Tippecanoe Building Trades Council: unionsbuilditbetter.com 
• New View: newview-gdw.com

number of other local industry partners 
who help review community needs and 
determine what programs are offered.

There are 187 students from four local 
public high schools currently enrolled 
in half-day academy programs. These ju-
niors and seniors attend regular classes 
at their schools in the morning and are 
bused to the academy each afternoon 
for specialized training. Training in 
health science, auto service technology, 
cosmetology, engineering/manufac-
turing, communications and TV/radio, 
construction/architecture, culinary arts, 
information technology, education and 
public safety currently is offered. 

Some also are placed in the communi-
ty and get hands-on training with local 
businesses in such areas as civil engineer-
ing, electrical contracting, clinical posi-
tions and building and contracting. While 
the academy is developing lab space for 
technical training, community partners 
provide a number of valuable resources, 
Hutcheson says. For example, students 
interested in firefighting are able to use 
the county fire training facility.

“These kids are my trailblazers,” says 
Hutcheson. “Scheduling is a challenge, 
but these students can pick up 17 dual 
credits and three industry certifica-
tions,” through the academy before 
leaving high school. 

Lamont Johnson and Tucker Bogue 
are two of those trailblazers. Both 18 
and seniors at West Lafayette High 
School, the young men will graduate in 
May with a high school diploma and a 
Certified Nursing Assistant certificate, 
after passing the state certification test. 
They hope to continue their education 
and become physical therapists.

“I knew I wanted to help people since 
I was little,” Johnson says. “I found 
out about this from my school coun-
selor who knew what I wanted to do 
in college. Tucker and I have similar 
passions.”

Bogue became interested in physical 
therapy after suffering a series of knee 
injuries playing basketball in junior and 
senior high and going through rehab. 

“I was 100 percent sure what I wanted 
to do with my life, but (the academy 
program) boosted my confidence and 
ignited what was already there,” says 
Bogue. “Taking these courses in high 

school gives you a different outlook 
earlier in life.”

As part of the program, Johnson, 
Bogue and more than 25 other students 
interested in health sciences spend sev-
eral hours a week at the Indiana Veter-
ans Home. They help the residents with 
small tasks, visit with them and help out 
in other ways. They also are learning 
about the different areas of service at 
the home, such as the pharmacy and 
rehabilitation programs. 

“I would never have spent this much 
time with older people otherwise,” John-
son says. “I’m really learning to respect 
them and getting to know their unique 
personalities. We’re helping people who 
served our country.”

Going to the academy has meant some 
sacrifice for these young men. While 
they still have morning classes at WLHS, 
each afternoon is spent at the academy 
or the Veterans Home, and they miss 
eating lunch with friends and hanging 
out after school.

“But the trade-off is worth it,” says 
Bogue. “If you have any hunch about 
what you want to do (after high school) 
just act on it. I recommend it to anyone 
interested in these courses.”

The Tippecanoe Building Trades 
Council also is committed to encour-
aging the exploration of a career in the 
trades, says Snyder. Last summer the 
council and 10 professional trade asso-
ciations sponsored a free, multi-week 
summer construction camp for anyone 
14 and older. 

Each day participants worked 
alongside a skilled professional on such 
tasks as operating heavy equipment, 
laying brick, welding, finishing cement, 
installing drywall and painting. Some 
students signed up for multiple weeks 
and explored a number of careers. Free 
lunch and appropriate protective gear 
is provided, as well. The expo will be 
offered again this June and July. 

The council also cooperates with 
local agencies such as the United Way 
of Greater Lafayette, Greater Lafayette 
Commerce and Region 4 Work Force 
Development Board. The promotion of 
14 apprenticeship programs offered by 
area trade associations and unions also 
is a priority. Those apprenticeship class-
es are accredited by Ivy Tech Commu-

nity College and taught at local facilities 
designed for the specific trade. 

“We have first-rate training facilities 
for these three- to four-year appren-
ticeships that include benefits,” and 
hands-on training, says Snyder. “No 
one wants to talk about working hard 
and doing anything but getting a college 
degree, meanwhile the infrastructure is 
crumbling. We provide the practical end 
of things,” he says, adding that without 
skilled trades and construction workers, 
a community’s roads will fall into disre-
pair, new homes won’t be built, build-
ings will not be maintained and the tools 
required to keep a community thriving 
will be missing. 

The council is committed to help 
train a competent, drug-free, skilled, 
local workforce to Tippecanoe Coun-
ty businesses and to encourage those 
professional trades people to be actively 
involved in community life, Snyder says. 

Josh Kiger, who owns a small home 
renovation company with his wife, 
Sarah, agrees that the availability of 
reliable workers is critical to his success. 
The Kigers opened New View two years 
ago and specialize in window, door and 
garage door installation and repair, and 
general home renovation. While Josh 
Kiger had experience in those areas be-
fore starting the company, he and Sarah 
obtained some certifications to make 
sure they could offer their customers the 
best service possible. 

The family-owned company employs 
two people in the winter when demand 
slows down and five people as the 
weather warms and outdoor work picks 
up. The Kigers emphasize clear commu-
nication with each of their clients and 
work to maintain a good relationship 
throughout each project, Josh Kiger 
says. But finding quality employees has 
been a challenge.

“It’s been really difficult,” he says. 
“Even finding people who are teachable 
has been hard. We can teach anyone 
if they’re willing, if they’ll make them-
selves presentable. Really we’re looking 
for the simple things.”

Such concerns have been voiced by 
other business owners, says Hutcheson, 
and local educators are offering a new 
certification program to help students 
learn life skills that will help lead to 

success in any career.
The Governor’s Work Ethic Certificate 

(GWEC) program is a state initiative run 
by the Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development, says Jay Davis, assistant 
director/career counselor at the Greater 
Lafayette Career Academy. 

The program, open to all juniors and 
seniors, began in Tippecanoe County 
last fall and more than 320 students 
signed up. A trial run of the program in 
2018-19 yielded 45 students who earned 
the GWEC, he says. Students must 
become competent in nine academic and 
work-related areas. Some are subjective 
— such as persistence, respectfulness 
and dependability. Some are objec-
tive — such as grade point average, 
few disciplinary issues and meeting all 
graduation requirements. Students also 
must complete six hours of community 
service.

“The GWEC looks great on resumes 
and job applications and can increase (a 
student’s) chance of getting job inter-
views and job opportunities,” Davis says. 

The program’s stated goals include:
 • Providing students with an  
 understanding of necessary skills   
 that will help make them  
 employable for in-demand jobs  
 and giving them opportunities to   
 demonstrate those skills while in   
 high school.
•  Providing local employers with   
 potential workers who understand
 the values and importance of   
 responsibility and perseverance  
 in the workplace. 

A community advisory council 
collaborates with local school districts 
to maintain the program and reward 
students who obtain the certificate. For 
example, cooperating businesses might 
guarantee job interviews to students 
with the certificate or provide an incen-
tive such as professional mentoring and 
possible reimbursement of college tui-
tion, according to the program website. 

“The response from the community 
has been positive to this point,” says 
Davis. “I believe a realistic goal would 
be to eventually involve as many as 100 
community partners for the GWEC pro-
gram in Tippecanoe County.” ★
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With the calendar pointing to spring, there are 
plenty of opportunities in Greater Lafayette for peo-
ple who’ve had enough of being cooped up indoors 
and are ready to get out and exercise.

Whether it’s running, cycling or playing a newer 
sport – pickleball anyone? – there’s no excuse to not 
get into shape. Three local groups welcome begin-
ners as well as long-time participants and those with 
experience somewhere in between. 

Wabash River Cycle Club
The Wabash River Cycle Club was founded in 

1978, and it continues to prosper more than 40 years 
later because there are rides available for just about 
every level of cyclist. For the advanced rider, there 
are mountain bike trails and gravel roads. For the 
beginner and intermediate cyclists, there are rides 
featuring bike paths and roads.

Long-time club member Gary Brouillard, a mem-
ber of the group’s executive board, offers these rea-
sons for joining the Wabash River Cycle Club: 

• Having a group to ride with for safety, 
 companionship, encouragement and improving  

 your biking skills;
• Access to the list serve for changes to calendar

 rides and for rides not listed on the 
calendar;

• Learning various safe bicycle 
routes; and

• The knowledge available 
within the membership. 

As of January, there 
were 217 club mem-
bers, a number that 
does not break down 
family memberships. 
To Brouillard’s knowl-
edge, 90-year-old 
Gilbert Satterly is the 
only founding member 

who still belongs to the 
club.
Board member Molly 

Cripe Birt says in the past 
year, 280 riders logged more 

than 161,522 miles. 
The club boasts that it provides 

a great social scene not just for 
the cyclists but for their families 
and friends as well. The 501c 
non-profit group offers annual mem-
berships for families ($40), individuals ($30) 
and students ($15). To join, go to wrcc-in.
org/page/join#join. 

The club’s big annual event is the Wabash 
River Ride, set this year for Aug. 29 starting 
at Fort Ouiatenon, on South River Road in 
West Lafayette. Cyclists have a variety of routes 
to choose from, covering Tippecanoe, Fountain 
and Warren counties. Routes cover distances of 33, 
47, 66 or 100 miles. In addition to scenic views of the 
Wabash River, riders could see area landmarks such 
as the Rob Roy Covered Bridge, historic Williams-
port Bridge and the Fountain County Church.

Cumberland Park will host the club’s New Rider 
Callout in May. Cripe says the callout will include a 
1- to 2-hour ride as well as a donut social and a fun 
lunch. Information will be available about other club 
activities and membership signup.

May is a busy month for the club. A weekly Wa-
bash River Cycling Club Women’s Ride will offer 
rides based upon skill and speed. Within the weekly 
rides will be an educational feature called Stand 
Nights. Here, women can learn bike skills, mainte-
nance and female-related cycling issues. 

The Wabash River Cycling Club also will support 
Bike to Work Week activities in Greater Lafayette. 

Wabash River Runners Club
If you prefer two feet to two-wheeled transpor-

tation, the Wabash River Runners Club welcomes 
runners of all levels, from recreational jogger to the 
competitive road racer. The group was formed in 
the mid-1980s and in four decades membership has 
reached nearly 250.

Weekly group runs take place on Wednesdays, Sat-
urdays and Sundays. Tapawingo Park is the starting 
point for Wednesday’s group runs, beginning at 6 
p.m. Saturday’s run begins at 8 a.m. from the West 
Lafayette Panera Bread location in Wabash Landing. 
An early start from Café Literato on Sunday, 7 a.m., 
caps the week. 

When warmer weather arrives in Greater Lafay-
ette, the Wabash River Runners Club holds two race 
series: a Farmers Market 5K out of the Cumberland 
Park farmers market and a trail race series of varying  

 

 
distances out of Battle Ground 

Memorial Park, according to club 
president Natalia Sanchez.

Annual membership fees are $15 for 
individuals, $25 for couples and $35 for families. 
Those who register online at runlafin.org will incur 
an additional $1 processing fee. Membership is not 
necessary to participate in a run, but club members 
do gather for additional workouts to improve speed, 
weight training and hill climbing.

The club’s website offers valuable tips for training 
for a 5K race, half or full marathons and trail runs.

Sponsored races include The Purdue Challenge  
5K Run/Walk. The race begins and ends at Ross-Ade 
Stadium and all the money raised goes to support 
cancer research at the Purdue Center for Cancer  
Research. The event’s website, raceroster.com, 
boasts that in the previous 12 years, the Purdue 
Challenge has raised more than $1 million for  
cancer research.

Another event is the ninth annual Purdue  
Boilermaker Half Marathon/5K, set for Oct. 17, with 
the start/finish at Ross-Ade Stadium. Register at 
purduehalf.com. 

Lafayette Pickleball Association
Despite the name, pickleball has nothing to do 

with the condiment you might find on your ham-
burger. Instead it’s a game that’s been around since 
the 1960s when it began as a children’s backyard 
activity.

It’s a paddleball sport that combines elements 
of tennis, badminton and table tennis. Like those 
sports, two or four players can participate in a 
match. Holding solid paddles, the players attempt 
to hit a perforated ball that might remind some of a 
Wiffle Ball, over a net.

The wife of one of the game’s founders, Joel 

Club sports offer opportunities to  
make friends, get healthy and  
discover Greater Lafayette

BY KEN THOMPSON
STOCK PHOTOGRAPHY



24    GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE    25
HEALTHIER TOGETHER.www.unityhc.com (765) 447-8133

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF 
BRINGING QUALITY, 
 INNOVATIVE, AND  

COMPASSIONATE CARE TO 
THE GREATER LAFAYETTE  

COMMUNITY. 

BURGETT KRESOVSKY EYE CARE

EAR NOSE & THROAT OF  
LAFAYETTE

FAMILY FOOT CLINIC

GANNAMANENI  
GASTROENTEROLOGY

GREATER LAFAYETTE FOOT CARE

INDIANA SPINE CENTER

INNERVISION ADVANCED  
MEDICAL IMAGING

LAFAYETTE ALLERGY &  
ASTHMA CLINIC

LAFAYETTE  
ANESTHESIOLOGISTS

LAFAYETTE CANCER CARE

LAFAYETTE  
GASTROENTEROLOGY

LAFAYETTE KIDNEY CARE

LAFAYETTE NEUROLOGY 

LAFAYETTE ORTHOPAEDIC  
CLINIC

LAFAYETTE REHABILITATION  
SERVICES

LAFAYETTE SURGICAL CLINIC

LAI PLASTIC SURGERY

MAGNANTE EYE CARE

MIRACLES REHABILITATION 

DR. MOON, PODIATRY

PAIN CARE CENTER

REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL CARE  
CENTER

SYCAMORE ASSOCIATES

UNITY IMMEDIATE CARE CENTER

UNITY SURGICAL CENTER

ABRAMOVITZ INTERNAL MEDICINE

BENTON HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTER

CASS EMPLOYER CLINIC

DR. BEGLEY, FAMILY MEDICINE

DR. CHADHA, INTERNAL MEDICINE

ESTEP FAMILY MEDICINE

FLORA FAMILY MEDICINE

INDIANA PACKERS EMPLOYEE  
HEALTH CLINIC

LAFAYETTE FAMILY MEDICINE

PICKERILL, ADLER, REED &  
WILLIAMS FAMILY MEDICINE

PREFERRED PEDIATRICS OF LAFAYETTE

DR. PRAH, INTERNAL MEDICINE

SOUTHSIDE FAMILY PRACTICE

WEST LAFAYETTE INTERNAL MEDICINE

UNITY SPECIALTIES UNITY PRIMARY CARE

Pritchard, called it pickleball because “the combination 
of different sports reminded me of the pickle boat in 
crew where oarsmen were chosen from leftovers of the 
other boats.”

Another of the founders, Barney McCallum, claims the 
game was named after the Pritchard’s dog, Pickles. The 
dog would chase the ball and run off with it, McCallum 
said.

The Lafayette Indiana Pickleball Association’s roots 
trace back to May 2011, according to membership official 
Cheryl Parker. Tom Plummer and friends Joe Yuill, Dick 
Wiegand, Max Fitzgerald, Vern Mayrose and Jim Cicca-
relli met at Armstrong Park. They played pickleball with 
homemade paddles composed of cutoff old tennis racket 
handles and pieces of plywood.

Others saw the group playing and by winter, the roster 
of players reached 18. That winter, the group petitioned 
the Lafayette Parks and Recreation Department to  
paint permanent pickleball lines on the tennis courts at 
McCaw Park.

Today, the Lafayette Pickleball Association boasts 
more than 250 members and says that the sport is the 
nation’s fastest growing. Some proof of that can be seen 
at McCaw Park, which hosts a 12-court complex for 
pickleball that was dedicated in the summer of 2018 in 
partnership with the Lafayette Parks and Recreation 
Department. 

Five sites are available for indoor play. The Lyn Treece 
Boys and Girls Club, 1529 N. 10th St., Lafayette, has three 
tiled courts available during the public school year. Cost 
is $2 per session or $20 a month. Portable nets and balls 
are provided to association members.

The YWCA, 605 N. Sixth St., Lafayette, is open to as-
sociation members. Cost is $3 per session. Portable nets 
and balls are provided to association members. Three 
courts on a wood gym floor are available.

Five striped pickleball courts on a wood gym floor 
are available at the Lafayette YMCA, 3001 Creasy Lane. 

A single court can be reserved for one hour but 
YMCA membership is required. Guest passes 

are available. Also, players must provide their 
own pickleballs. 

 
 

 

Faith East Community Center has two tiled courts 
available for play. Cost is $2. Nets and balls will be 
provided for association members.

Also, Purdue’s Cordova Recreational Sports Center 
offers multiple wood courts and nets are available, 
but players are asked to bring their own pickleballs. 
The facility is open to members but non-members 
are welcome to purchase a one-day pass for $7.

Annual membership fees are $30 for individuals 
and $50 for families. The Lafayette Pickleball Asso-
ciation offers lessons for beginners and supports all 
levels of play from recreational to highly competitive.

Lafayette Boxing Club
For decades now, local youths and young adults 

have learned the skill of boxing and developing into 
Golden Gloves participants.

Club president Terry Christian, a former Golden 
Gloves state champion under the guidance of club 
founder Sherman Depew, takes pride in the club’s 
history, which began as the Twin Cities Boxing Club. 
In addition to 1993 National Golden Gloves light 
middleweight champion Darnell Wilson, the Lafay-
ette Boxing Club has produced multiple state indi-
vidual and team champions while providing facilities 
and training at no charge to its members. 

Its current home is 2423 Poland Hill Road in 
Lafayette. 

Lafayette Bike Polo
A game that has been a part of the Olympics (a 

demonstration sport in 1908), the Lafayette Bike 
Polo club is based at Shamrock Park.

The game is just like it sounds, polo on bicycles in-
stead of horses, with teams of three or five. The only 
other equipment needed is a mallet and a polo ball. 

For more information, including how to partici-
pate, email lafayettehardcourt@gmail.com. ★
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In 1994, Laurel, Mississippi, native Allen Hodge — who had 
relocated with his young bride back to her hometown of West 
Lafayette, Indiana — took a job at a burgeoning automotive factory 
on the outskirts of Dayton, Indiana. Twenty-five years later, just 
as Subaru of Indiana Automotive was celebrating the production 
of its 4 millionth Subaru vehicle, Allen’s son, Jon Hodge, followed 
in his footsteps by stepping onto the 820-acre campus for the first 
time as a contract worker. 

“It was a combination of planning for my future and accounting 
for my needs at the time. I wanted a job that paid well and I could 
make a career out of,” says the 22-year-old Hodge, who works for 
CTI Personnel as a materials handler, delivering parts to the line 
for his fellow associates to attach to cars. 

The young Hodge says that when his number comes up, SIA 
will transition him from a temporary job to a permanent one. 
That may happen sooner than he originally anticipated, given the 
plant’s recent announcement. In February, SIA released plans to 
invest $158 million in a new service parts facility and transmis-
sion assembly shop, which together will generate 350 new jobs for 
Greater Lafayette.

Construction will begin this summer on the service parts facil-
ity, a stand-alone building, and the transmission assembly shop, 
an addition to the plant. “We’re proud to continue investing in 
Indiana,” says Scott Brand, senior vice president of administration 
and quality.

RAMPING UP PRODUCTION
For years now, local auto dealer and advertising icon Bob Rohr-

man has urged Greater Lafayette television viewers to “Buy Subaru 
and keep Lafayette driving.” The tagline has a lot of truth behind 
it: SIA is woven into the community’s fabric, churning out cars, 
jobs, customers and community service at a time when some auto-
mobile manufacturers are struggling to keep the lights on.

The Lafayette plant is Subaru’s only manufacturing facility 
outside of Asia and currently employs more than 6,000 associates, 
of which more than 5,000 work in production. When the plant 
opened in 1989, associates built the Subaru Legacy and Isuzu Pick-
up. In the years that followed, SIA continued to produce Subaru 
models in addition to other vehicles, including the Isuzu Rodeo, 
Honda Passport and Toyota Camry. 

Since June 2016, the plant has exclusively produced Subaru 
vehicles. Current cars rolling off the assembly line here are the 
Ascent, Impreza, Legacy and Outback models for North America. 

SIA executives project that the plant will build 410,000 cars over 
the next year. Production levels, in fact, have tripled over the last 
10 years, says Brand, and the announced expansion will help the 
company meet increased customer demand.

Subaru of Indiana 
Automotive:  
A success story  
that keeps  
adding chapters

BY ANGELA K. ROBERTS    PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SUBARU OF INDIANA AUTOMOTIVE
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Find your home sweet home at Avalon Bluff. This up and coming community is  
conveniently located on the south side of Lafayette near top-rated county schools  

and amenities including shopping, restaurants, walking trails and parks. 
 Homes start at the $170’s with ranch and two-story plans available.

TO LEARN MORE CONTACT CHUCK HOLLE:  
765.479.1265 • CHOLLE@TEMPESTHOMES.COM

Avalon Bluff 
Phase III

Coming  
August 2020

to become smoke-free, earn an ISO 14001 Certification 
for Environmental Management, be designated as a Back-
yard Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife Federation, 
achieve zero landfill waste and earn an ISO 50001 Certifi-
cation for Energy Management, according to Craig Koven, 
communications and external relations manager.  

Those successes are likely rooted in the strong work ethic 
of SIA’s employees, who undergo a stringent hiring process 
and rigorous training, and are governed through Kaizen, a 
system of continuous improvement that emphasizes person-
al discipline and teamwork. 

Associates bring that team spirit into the community with 
them by volunteering with Wabash Center, the Imagination 
Station and other local causes. In turn, the SIA Foundation 
issues grants for capital projects in arts, culture, education, 
health and welfare in Tippecanoe County and beyond. Given 
that nonprofits help spur economic activity, that’s another 
way that SIA keeps Greater Lafayette driving. ★

LOYAL CUSTOMERS
When it comes to car buying, loyalty is key, according to 

the data analytics firm J.D. Power and Associates: Loyal 
drivers will return to buy or lease from the same manufac-
turer and will recommend the brand to friends and family 
members. 

In the firm’s first-ever loyalty survey in 2019, Subaru 
ranked highest among mass market brands — and highest 
overall — with a loyalty rate of 61.5 percent, edging out even 
the highest-ranked luxury car, Lexus, which topped out at 
47.6 percent. 

Loyalty and popularity ratings underscore the support of 
local Subaru drivers like Drew Hallett, a web programmer 
at Purdue University who shares a Forester with his wife. 
“It was the best value midsize SUV and seemed to have the 
most spacious interior,” Hallett says of the car, which they 
purchased as a pre-owned vehicle. 

Hallett, who recommended the Subaru Ascent to his 
parents when they were car-shopping recently, says he’s had 
“zero problems” with his SUV: “No single car can do it all, 
but the Forester comes close.”

For Purdue University graphic designer Sarah Anderson, 
who had a toddler when she purchased her Forester several 
years ago, safety was her top priority. “I had done a lot of 
research and narrowed it down to two options that I really 
liked,” she says. “We ended up going with the Subaru For-
ester because of the local reputation and resale value.”

Like many Subaru drivers, Anderson says she loves her 
car. “I’ve only had a couple small issues, and the team at 
Subaru have been fabulous to work with,” she says. “It’s a 
dependable car that gets my family where we want to go 
safely — with good gas mileage.” 

When it came time for her parents to replace their SUV, 
Anderson convinced them to purchase an Outback. Now, 
she says, “They even come to Lafayette for service visits.”

SAFETY, ENVIRONMENT & COMMUNITY 
For safety-minded buyers like Anderson, features such as 
adaptive cruise control and pre-collision breaking are inno-
vations that helped the company earn top honors in Kelley 
Blue Book’s most-trusted brand competition every year 
from 2015 to 2019. That focus on safety extends to the plant 
floor as well. In February, SIA was recognized with a Gov-
ernor’s Workplace Safety Award from the state of Indiana 
for a 2019 internal awareness campaign that contributed 
to an 80 percent reduction in slips, trips and falls from the 
previous year. 

Over the past 30 years, the plant also has achieved several 
environmental milestones. SIA was the first U.S. auto plant 
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Flour Mill Bakery, Rossville
facebook.com/flourmillbakery

Sandra Hufford and her sister, Sheryl, started the Flour Mill 
Bakery in 1996 in Hufford’s house, “literally in the middle of 
the cornfield,” she says. While the sisters had not intended to 
sell donuts, word had gotten around town that a donut shop 
was opening, and so they added them to the menu. “Donuts 
have always been our biggest seller,” Hufford says. “We sell 
approximately 450 dozen per week.” After Hufford’s sister 
moved on to other ventures, Hufford sold the business in 
2016, only to repurchase it three years later. At its current 
location on State Road 26 in Rossville, the bakery sells donuts, 
pies, cookies and angel food cakes, along with homemade  
salads, soups, espresso drinks and deli meats and cheeses.  
 

Gigi’s Cupcakes, Lafayette 
gigiscupcakesusa.com

As a young girl in Wolcott, Indiana, Brittany Gerber loved 
watching her mom decorate wedding cakes and began dab-
bling in the art as soon as she was old enough. After attending 
Purdue University and working in customer service for several 
years, Gerber purchased the Lafayette Gigi’s franchise in 2019, 
where she serves up cupcakes, cakes, cookies stuffed with 
frosting, macarons, cheesecakes, cake truffles and miniature 
cupcakes. Three gluten-friendly options are on the menu every 
day, including the GF Triple Chocolate Torte. Custom cakes 
and vegan options are also available by special order. An an-
nual sponsor of the Cupcake Run/Walk for the Public Schools 
Foundation of Tippecanoe County, Gigi’s donated 1,248 cup-
cakes for race participants in 2019.  

Whether you 
prefer  
sourdough 
bread or  
frosting-stuffed 
cupcakes, 
vegan  
cheesecake 
or flourless 
chocolate 
tortes,  
Greater Lafayette 
bakeries  
offer something 
for nearly every 
taste and  
dietary restriction. 
After contacting 
shop owners and 
asking locals for 
recommendations — 
and trying some 
on our own — we 
compiled a list 
of some of the 
best baked 
goods around.

Flour  Power
BY ANGELA K. ROBERTS 

PHOTOS BY CHRISTINE PETKOV
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Whether buying or selling a car... 
Get Your Best Deal at Del Real.

MORE THAN 50 CARS  
UNDER $15,000

PURCHASE CAR  
IN UNDER 

15 MIN.  

3816 ST. RD. 38 EAST • OPEN MON. - SAT., 9AM - 7PM • DelRealAuto.com

Great Harvest Bread Company 
greatharvestlafayette.com

Thirteen years ago, Jerry and Janet Lecy were working in 
a Christian non-profit organization when they decided to 
buy the local Great Harvest franchise. Within two years, the 
bakery’s sales had doubled, and the business has continued 
growing since then. Great Harvest specializes in made-from-
scratch breads using flour that is ground in-house with a stone 
mill. The bakery also offers cinnamon rolls, muffins, scones, 
cookies and bars, along with fresh granola and sandwiches. 
“Most of our breads are vegan, the basic bread having five 
basic ingredients — fresh-milled flour, water, yeast, honey 
and salt,” Jerry Lecy says. All six of the couple’s children have 
worked at Great Harvest over the years.  

Mary Lou Donuts, Lafayette 
maryloudonuts.com

Started in 1961 by Mary Lou and Steward Graves, Mary Lou 
Donuts changed hands several times before being purchased 
in 2017 by Jeff Waldon, who has seen a growth in sales and 
is considering expansion. The bakery specializes in donuts, 
cream horns, apple fritters and cookies, and also serves dan-
ishes, brownies and cupcakes. The cream horns are vegan. 
Mary Lou produces several thousand dozen donuts weekly, 
providing all the donuts for Purdue’s Universiy’s dining halls 
and retail locations on campus. This fall, the bakery — and its 
Donut Truck, which regularly visits campus — will be featured 
on the Big Ten Network’s program “Campus Eats.”  

Jerry Lecy of Great Harvest Bread Company
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Scones and Doilies, Lafayette 
sconesanddoilies.com.com

After immigrating to the United States, Sergei Dhe and 
Natasha Vasili worked in the food service industry while 
crafting pastries and cakes on the side. In 2014, with their 
daughters’ encouragement, the couple launched their own 
business. They currently share a space with City Foods Co-op 
on Main Street in Lafayette. Scones and Doilies specializes in 
European-style baked goods using original recipes, including 
seasonal items such as decorated Easter cookies and Greek 
Easter bread. “Our goal is to share the same excitement and 
creativity we have for food with our community,” says Vasili. 
Signature items include scones, rugelach, biscotti, galettes 
and specialty cakes. Several gluten-free pastries are regularly 
available, and gluten-free cakes and vegan items can be made 
to order. The couple supports the International Center at Pur-
due University, participating in such events as 2019’s Summer 
Supper series.  
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Smittybread, Lafayette 
smittybread.com

If the name of this newish bakery sounds familiar to you, 
that’s on purpose: This artisanal bread shop pays homage to 
the old Smitty’s Foodliner, which served customers for five 
decades at the corner of Northwestern and Lindberg in West 
Lafayette before closing in 2005. As the story goes, when vet-
eran Journal & Courier editor and reporter Dave Smith decid-
ed to turn his breadmaking hobby into a business, he received 
permission to use an updated version of the grocery’s logo. 
Ever the wordsmith, Smith gives his bread creations one-of-
a-kind names like Amber Wave and Kalamata Olive Pain au 
Levain, and occasionally blogs on topics like friendship, travel 
and farmers markets. Along with breads, the shop offers a 
rotating selection of cinnamon rolls, croissants, Danishes and 
morning buns, noted on the daily schedule online. If you have 
your heart set on a particular goodie, however, the shop advis-
es that you call ahead. Smittybread also serves up soups and 
sandwiches, including the B.E.S.T. (bacon, egg, spinach and 
tomato) and Farmers Market (ham, salami, provolone and 
veggies), all made on house-made bread. 

Smittybread owner Dave Smith
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Your legal partner should care about your  
business as much as you do.

stuartlaw.com

Proudly serving Greater Lafayette since 1878.

With a background in business and corporate law that 
spans over a century, Stuart & Branigin is a trusted partner 
to businesses and organizations across Indiana. Our team is 
knowledgeable, willing and able to counsel your organiza-
tion’s complex legal needs in their entirety. 

Stone House Restaurant and Bakery, Delphi 
facebook.com/stonehouserestaurantandbakerydelphi.com

Bacon-wrapped pastries, anyone? For the Stone House Restaurant and Bakery in Delphi, last 
year’s Indiana Bacon Festival was the perfect occasion for dispensing more than 800 crème-
filled, maple-iced long johns covered in bacon — and that was despite the blistering hot weath-
er. “We don’t let the heat stop us,” says owner Lisa Delaney, who opened the shop nearly 20 
years ago after purchasing an existing bakery in town. On regular days, Stone House serves up 
more traditional offerings, such as cookies, pies and specialty brownies, many based on recipes 
from Delaney’s grandmother. Sugar- or dairy-free options are available with 24 hours notice. 
The bakery, which also offers breakfast, lunch and dinner, crafts all of its own sandwich buns, 
bread and rolls onsite, including its newest addition, dill pickle bread.  

Sweet Revolution Bake Shop, Lafayette 
sweetrevolutionbakeshop.com

Passionate about baking since she was a child, culinary school graduate Sarah McGregor-Ray 
worked in the industry for more than a decade before joining forces with her brother, Jonathan, 
and her mom, Debbie, to launch a bakery of her own. After selling at local farmers markets and 
festivals, McGregor-Ray opened a brick-and-mortar bake shop in 2017 next door to the Knick-
erbocker Saloon. Sweet Revolution offers daily seasonal pastries, quiches and pies, baked fresh 
with all-natural ingredients. Gluten-free, keto and vegan options are available, including keto 
vanilla cheesecake, vegan and gluten-free apple cinnamon muffins and flourless chocolate torte. 
Customers can wash down their treats with cold brew coffee and chai tea, among other special-
ty drinks.  

Two Guys Catering and Bakery, Brookston and Lafayette 
twoguyscateringandbakery.com 
Randy Griffin and Chad McFally began their catering business by tailgating for Purdue football 
games, which eventually led to graduation parties and weddings and then to selling their goods 
at local farmers markets. When a commercial kitchen became necessary, “those two guys,” as 
their customers called them, began using the YWCA’s facilities. In late 2019, Griffin and McFal-
ly purchased the Klein Brot Haus Bakery in Brookston, where renovations are currently under-
way. Once reopened, the bakery will serve cinnamon rolls, cheesecakes, cookies, brownies and 
cakes along with pies and specialty breads made from original Klein Brot Haus recipes. Their 
specialty item is the Big Daddy, a peanut butter cookie stuffed with a brownie and a peanut 
butter cup and drizzled with chocolate. If you’re not so hungry, you can get the Little Mama, a 
smaller version of the same concoction. ★
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Tippecanoe County gears 
up for Census

BY KARIS PRESSLER
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chronic condition that is more common among Asian and His-
panic women compared to non-Hispanic white women.

Census data are also linked to a community’s emergency 
response resources, as Murray learned when a local Census rep-
resentative told her that while visiting a rural fire station, a resi-
dent shared, “You know, if it weren’t for the Census, we wouldn’t 
have gotten the federal money to build this firehouse.”

Murray sees the Census’s impact everywhere, even when 
driving around town.  “People don’t know that they’re actually 
driving on roads that the Census helped us get the money for,” 
she says, citing the current construction on Twyckenham Bou-
levard as an example.  “There’s $675 billion out there that can 
go to communities, and that can be spent on schools, fire trucks, 
infrastructure, transportation ... And so it is important for people 
to be counted.”

Jos Holman, the librarian for the Tippe-
canoe County Public Library, appreciates 
the Census’s long reach over the past, 
present and future.  As a librarian, he 
values the Census for its ability to paint 
an accurate portrait of America over time 
but also knows the immediate impact that 
federal funding can have on a library’s 
resources, specifically within rural com-
munities.

“Were it not for the Census, smaller rural libraries would not 
be able to do some of the things that they want to do by way of 
technology, and technological resources, and services to their 
community,” he says.

“The hardest part is getting folks to not be afraid,” says  
Murray, when reflecting on people’s reluctance to participate 

in the Census.  Although information reported to the Census 
must by law remain confidential, it remains difficult to con-
vince everyone to participate.

“It’s not unusual for people who are poorer, people of 
color, and children to be undercounted,” explains Holman.  

He continues, “People of color who are in lower economic 
situations, they’re reluctant to share information ... If I’m 

living in poverty, (taking the Census) is not high on my priority 
list.  It’s not.  It’s about my next meal, it’s about taking care of my 

he United States Census, the once every 10-year 
count of those living in the U.S. and its territo-
ries, was first taken 1n 1790.  Now, 230 years 
later, local leaders are working feverishly to help 
Greater Lafayette understand that the Census 
can impact everything from what buildings will 
be built, to what roads will be repaired, and what 
resources could be made available to our com-
munity over the next 10 years and beyond.

“The things that come out of those 10 ques-
tions is amazing,” says 
Cindy Murray, Lafayette 

city clerk.  Murray has been meeting with 
civic groups, organizations and businesses 
for months helping community members 
realize how simple and painless partici-
pating in the Census can be.

The goal of the 2020 Census according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau is “to count 
everyone once, only once, and in the right 
place.”  Starting this spring, the 2020 Census questionnaire will 
ask who was living in a home, apartment, or mobile home on 
April 1, along with the age, sex, ethnicity, and race of everyone 
identified.  This demographic information will then be used to 
determine how much federal funding can be allocated to help 
build and maintain infrastructure and is also used to calculate 
the number of Congressional seats for each state.

“When a new manufacturer or industry wants to come to our 
community, they definitely look at the Census to see the demo-
graphics, and what our economy is, and the type of folks that 
are here.  And so, the Census plays a huge role.  It develops our 
community,” Murray says.

Jeff Zeh, chief operating officer for IU Health Arnett, says that 
accurate Census data are essential in providing quality health-
care throughout the region since “the Census is the best way for 
us to have an understanding of the population we serve.”

Zeh explains that knowing demographics related to age, race 
and ethnicity is important so healthcare professionals can, for 
instance, actively work to decrease the high rate of pregnancy-re-
lated deaths among black women, and effectively treat lupus, a 
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The GLC Diversity Roundtable has selected the motto “We all 
count” for its upcoming community-wide event that will aim to 
raise awareness and boost Census 2020 responses.  Holman, 
who’s been a member of the Diversity Roundtable for 17 years, 
says that this event will celebrate the connection we all have to 
each other by living in the same geographic region.  “We believe 
that if we can bring people together based on a Census event ... 
where we do some hands-on things, but we also do some basic 
education, that is an opportunity to...allow people to join togeth-
er, to bond,” he says.

“We are not counting things,” Booker shares with conviction 
when anticipating the impact that the 2020 Census will have on 
the community.  “We are counting human lives that matter, who 
are the reason why education matters, the reason why hospitals 
matter, these are things that serve people.”  And for this reason 
Booker hopes that everyone will participate in the 2020 Census 
and celebrate their role in making Greater Lafayette a thriving 
community that will continue to flourish for decades to come. ★

kids, it’s about keeping my job, it’s about paying my rent.”
For this reason, Holman and Murray are collaborating with 

area organizations such as the YWCA and Greater Lafayette 
Commerce (GLC) to organize and sponsor events that can teach 
the public why participating in the Census is vital to the commu-
nity’s success and its future.  At these events Census workers will 
also be present to help attendees fill out and submit their house-
hold’s Census form.

“It’s not a difficult process,” explains 
Sana Booker, West Lafayette city clerk.  
“It’s not hard to do if we can get people to 
see the meaning of it ... I think one of the 
things that the Census has not been very 
good at in the past is explaining why they 
are important.”

Murray agrees, and she has noticed a 
shift in how the Census has engaged with 
the public.  In 2010, Census marketing materials – cups, pens, 
and bags emblazoned with the Census logo – inundated Mur-
ray’s office.  But this time around, Murray appreciates how the 
Census has focused on making print and online materials avail-
able that clearly explain the Census’s purpose and impact.  The 
Census Bureau also has invested in making the questionnaire 
more accessible.  This year, for the first time,  
Census forms can be submitted either online, by mail or by 
phone.  The questionnaire also will be available in 13 languages.

Murray is passionate about the Census’s direct connection to 
Greater Lafayette’s future.  “It’s important that everybody partic-
ipates no matter your age, your race, or ethnicity, your financial 
status ... Because those numbers do count.”

When Booker, a woman of color, holds up a 2020 Census pam-
phlet and looks at it, she breaks into a wide smile then declares 
with a hint of awe, “I see me ... for the first time.”  On its cover, 
the pamphlet showcases a kaleidoscope of skin color.  “This feels 
personal,” she says.

The addition of various skin tones on the Census’s promotional 
materials is one indicator of how far inclusion in this country has 
come.

“African Americans were often uncounted because they were 
not considered human.  And so, when I think about the Census 
today, and in my lifetime, I should say, it was important to know 
who was present.  And we were, but we were treated as invisible 
people.  So, it is important on a very personal level to me that all 
people are counted.  All people.”  Booker pauses before continu-
ing.  “Everybody counts, every person has a story, and we all have 
a message.”
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An architectural gem 
tucked away in  
West Lafayette
BY ANGELA K. ROBERTS 
PHOTOS BY ALEXANDER VERTIKOFF
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magining the evergreen-adorned 
lot off Northwestern Avenue that 
John and Catherine Christian had 
chosen for their new home, Frank 
Lloyd Wright thought of the papery 
winged seeds that twirl and flutter 
to the ground like helicopters — but 
not the large, long ones that take 
flight from maple trees, or even 
their lesser-known sisters from the 
elm, ash or basswood. 

Most people, John Christian 
later wrote to a group of inquisitive 
sixth graders at Benton Elementary 
School, “do not know that there are 
winged seeds in pine cones. Mr. 
Wright knew this and chose them 

to design my house. 
“From the tiny winged seeds of 

pine cones, he made an artistic 
sketch as the logo for my house. 
He called his design SAMARA 
and used it for many designs both 
inside and outside.”

Even back in 1956 when SAMA-
RA was completed, says Linda Eal-
es, associate curator, the Christians 
understood the historical signif-
icance of their Wright-designed 
home, a Usonian style tailored to 
more moderate incomes. Thanks to 
the couple’s foresight and disci-
pline, SAMARA – whose namesake 
stylized pattern repeats in elements 

from the living room rug to the per-
forated window boards — remains 
largely unchanged 64 years later. 

Now a museum home sup-
ported by the family’s trust, the 
2,220-square-foot structure stands 
as a testament to a uniquely 
American style by quite possibly 
the most famous architect that 
ever lived, and surely the most 
renowned builder who designed 
for the middle class. Secluded by a 
line of foliage across the road from 
Mackey Arena, and surrounded by 
Mid-century and Colonial neigh-
bors in the Hills and Dales neigh-
borhood, SAMARA is also a hidden 

treasure of Greater Lafayette.  

AFFORDABLE IDEALISM
Wright, who had a reputation 

for caring more about aesthetics 
than budget, devised the Usonian 
in the wake of the Great Depres-
sion. According to the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Foundation, the home style 
was named after “Usonia” (United 
States of North America), a term 
attributed to writer James Duff 
Law, who had written in 1903, “We 
of the United States, in justice to 
Canadians and Mexicans, have no 
right to use the title ‘Americans’ 
when referring to matters pertain-
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ing exclusively to ourselves.” 
In his quest to build more afford-

ably, Wright began experimenting 
with less labor-intensive practices 
that would still embody his vision 
of an ideal architecture unique to 
the U.S. Like his earlier Prairie 
style, Usonians had low-slung flat 
roofs, vast living rooms, built-in 
furniture, and abundant natural 
light, but on a more modest scale. 
Wright substituted carports for 
garages, created perforated window 
boards to replace pricey custom 
stained glass, and, to make the 
homes appear more expansive, in-
corporated a compress-and-release 
design in which a small room opens 
to a much larger space.

“He was an architect of light and 
an architect of space,” says Eales. 

EXPECTATIONS &  
COMPROMISE

In Usonians, Wright often 
combined the living and dining 
areas as a cost-saving measure, 
but that was a non-starter for the 
Christians, who frequently invited 
friends to dinner and also envi-
sioned using their home for salons, 
an 18th century Parisian throwback 
that brought together friends for 
intellectual discourse. The living 
room should accommodate up to 
50 guests, the couple said.  

Catherine “Kay” Christian was a 
social director at Purdue Universi-
ty, and her husband was a College 
of Pharmacy professor who trav-
eled around the world to teach the 
safe handling of nuclear materials. 
“Mrs. Christian was very formal 
and wanted draperies and carpet,” 
Eales says. “They worked togeth-
er over five years to design this 
house.” 

Wright never actually visited the 
lot, but Kay Christian painstakingly 

set her expectations for the archi-
tect, putting together a 26-page 
document titled “What We Need 
for How We Live.” Based on a quiz 
book she had read on home plan-
ning, the booklet contained a table 
of contents, biographies on both 
Christians, a list of storage needs, 
and details on the wooded terrain. 

“She included a topographical 
map and a panoramic photograph 
of the lot, that was taken by her as 
she snapped one picture, turn a bit, 
then take another, et cetera,” Eales 
says. “So, he had a good idea of 
what the lot was like.”

Although Wright was well known 
for his oversized personality, his 
relationship with the Christians 
appears to have been collegial. The 
architect agreed to give the couple 
plans for furnishings they couldn’t 
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afford to complete right away. “He 
brought them to his way of thinking 
as well,” Eales says. “They did not 
get a garage or basement.”  

Kay Christian also asked Wright 
for more vibrant colors than were 
typical of his designs, and he 
obliged by asking for help from his 
third wife, Olgivanna Lloyd Wright, 
a self-styled interior decorator. 
The signature colors of SAMARA 
became turquoise and Wright’s 
Cherokee Red, which complement-
ed the home’s brick, crafted in 
Attica, Indiana, like many Purdue 
buildings. As is typical of Wright-
built homes that repeat exterior 

elements inside, the brick was left 
exposed on several interior walls, 
and the mortar in the horizontal 
lines was trimmed back to empha-
size the flat Midwestern landscape. 

Some 20 years later, Mrs. Chris-
tian asked for a palette update from 
Mrs. Wright, who was tied up with 
other projects but assigned two 
apprentices to the project. Just as 
turquoise and red had reflected the 
design sentiments of the 1950s, the 
refresh was very much in keep-
ing with the 1970s, with avocado 
green, goldenrod and burnt orange 
cushions adorning the 15-person 
banquette, swivel chairs and sofa in 

the vast living room. Those colors 
are still the palette today. A few 
vestiges of the original turquoise 
can be seen in the gate at the end of 
the home’s driveway and in linens 
in the guest bedroom. 

ARCHITECTURAL INGENUITY
Wright kept furniture costs down 

by crafting pieces from plywood 
covered in Philippine mahogany 
veneer, but the Christians still 
couldn’t afford all the custom 
pieces at once. As a compromise, he 
suggested that the couple purchase 
some of his mass-produced pieces 
that had not done well commercial-

ly; finally, in 1989, the Christians 
were able to build the originally 
planned dining room table and 
chairs. The custom living room rug 
was added later as well.

Wright also picked out china to 
complement the house, a formal 
Lenox Cretin and a less informal 
Fitz and Floyd Dragon Crest. 
John Christian later purchased 
Wright-designed china for his 
guests to admire, including Tiffa-
ny-produced china for the Imperial 
Hotel in Japan. Today, the dining 
room features a mélange of china 
and nesting dolls and other art 
collected by the couple when John 
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Christian lectured in Russia, Thai-
land, Japan, Africa, South America 
and India.

In contrast to the oversized living 
room, Wright designed a modest-
ly sized two-room kitchen, which 
still houses the original dishwasher 
and the 1948 stove the Christians 
bought when they first married. 
While bulkheads were a common 
feature in 1950s homes, the cabinets 
in SAMARA reach all the way to the 
ceiling for more storage. And for 
the couple who loved to entertain, 
Wright designed a rolling cart to 
match the cabinets that could be 
cranked up and down to service the 
homeowners in the kitchen and at 
the dining table. 

The architect’s ingenuity is also 
present in the TV trays, comprised 
of a flat top and a separate folding 
base adorned with the home’s sig-
nature winged seed design; a hidden 
TV cabinet in the living room; and a 
built-in desk in the guest bedroom. 
Cantilevered to make room for the 
window curtains, the desk has draw-
ers for clothes instead of shelves to 
hold office supplies that a weekend 
guest would not need.  

SUBCONSCIOUS HARMONY
In his never-ending quest to bring 

the outside in, Wright also designed 
the guest bedroom with a wall of 
brick and a French door secreted 
into an expanse of windows so that 
guests could walk outside without 
having to venture through more 
public areas of the house. 

Along with the master bedroom, 
the home’s original nursery, built 
for the Christians’ daughter, Linda, 
is closed to the public. Once she 
sorts through the items being stored 
there, Eales says, those rooms may 
be opened as well. 

In the meantime, guests can 

enjoy the home’s landscaping, also 
designed by Wright. Bordered by a 
double brick wall and a vegetative 
barrier, the garden boasts exterior 
walkways, terraces and courtyards 
through which guests can wind their 
way while enjoying the expansive 
foliage. 

Just like the inside, SAMARA’s 
exterior is marked by a series of 
four-by-four elements as a unifying 
element. A hallmark of Usonian 
style, Eales says, was designing on a 
grid: “In our case he gave us a four-
foot square-grid.” 

Outside, the lights in the deck and 
the posts supporting the terrace are 
four feet apart. Inside, the perfo-
rated boards over the windows are 
four feet wide, and the curtains hang 
every four feet to match the width of 
the plate glass windows. The lights 
in the living room bookshelves are 
four feet apart. The cushions in 
the living room also are four feet 
wide, and the doors underneath for 
storage measure four feet as well. “It 
gives you a harmony that is subcon-
scious,” Eales says. 

In 1957, Eales says, Wright gave a 

talk in Indianapolis, and the Chris-
tians heard that he was coming. Kay 
Christian wrote him a note and said 
the home was 65 miles away, and 
wouldn’t he want to come visit? 

“He wrote back saying, ‘I’m sorry 
but I’m just too busy now. But I 
don’t need to see your house. I know 
what it looks like,’” Eales says. 

“He had walked through those 
rooms a million times in his mind. 
He said, ‘Never put anything down 
on paper until you have it all worked 
out in your mind.’” ★
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Growing up in Lafayette during the 1960s and 1970s, I probably took 
for granted that my family lived between Murdock Park and Columbian 
Park. 

Surely everybody had a basketball court/baseball field almost within 
eyesight of their house. Or a swimming pool, zoo and kids’ rides just a few 
blocks away.

Time has taught me that Greater Lafayette is more fortunate than most 
in having so many parks to enjoy. A few, notably McCaw Park and Prophet-
stown State Park, have come along since my teenage years. 

Here’s a look at the parks you’ll find scattered all over Greater Lafayette.

Prophetstown State Park
History lessons abound at Indiana’s newest state park, located just outside 

of Battle Ground.
The park’s name is derived from the Native American village located be-

tween the Wabash and Tippecanoe rivers, established in 1808 by Tecumseh 
and his brother, who was called The Prophet.  

Native Americans hunted and lived along the Wabash and Tippecanoe 
rivers, which serve as boundaries for Prophetstown. Through a partnership 
with The Farm at Prophetstown, visitors can observe 1920s farm lifestyles 
and Native American culture. For those who like to walk among nature, 
there are 900 acres of restored prairie.

There’s also an aquatic center, open Memorial Day through Labor Day 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Cost is $5 per person but ages 3 and younger are free.

Gate fees are $8 for cars with Indiana license plates, $10 for out of state 
plates. 

Columbian Park
Spread over 40 acres in the heart of Lafayette, Columbian Park has seen 

many changes over the decades, but the biggest is yet to come.
Loeb Stadium, the home of the Lafayette Jeff High School baseball team 

and events such as the Colt World Series and professional/semi-pro baseball 
since it opened in 1940, was recently demolished to make room for a modern 
baseball stadium that will seat 2,600. The new Loeb Stadium is scheduled to 
be ready by winter 2021.

Next door to Loeb Stadium is another big draw to Columbian Park. The 
zoo is home to wildlife such as a bald eagle, a laughing kookaburra and an 
emu. A new penguin exhibit also is under construction.

Loeb Stadium also is bounded by Tropicanoe Cove water park, which  
traditionally opens Memorial Day weekend.

Like Prophetstown, there’s also history to be found on the appropriately 
named Memorial Island. Dedicated in 1949 through the efforts of local patri-
otic and military organizations, Memorial Island is a permanent reminder of 
the price paid for our freedom. The tribute honors the men and women from 
Tippecanoe County who gave their lives defending our nation. 
 
 

From scenic strolls to playgrounds 
and picnics, Greater Lafayette parks 
have you covered.

BY KEN THOMPSON 
PHOTOS PROVIDED
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North Darby Park, 14 Darby Lane, features a basketball court and play-
ground.

Tucked away alongside the Wabash River, Shamrock Park, 115 Samford 
St., is home to Lafayette’s first dog park. As you might expect of a riverfront 
park, there’s a small boat ramp. The 11-acre park also is home to a basketball 
court, horseshoes, an outdoor roller hockey rink, picnic areas, a playground 
and a volleyball court. 

Recently renovated, SIA South Tipp Park, located at Third and Fountain 
streets, features two unique multi-age playgrounds, a half basketball court, a 
picnic shelter and a misting station. 

Sterling Heights Park, 610 Harrington Drive, is Lafayette’s newest park 
and it has a neighborhood playground feel. There’s plenty of open green 
space, flower beds and shade trees surrounding the playground and picnic 
shelter. 

Wedged into a corner along Ferry Street in between Erie and Sheridan 
streets, Stockton Park, 307 Erie St., has a spring-rider for small children, a 
swing and a picnic shelter. 
 

- WEST LAFAYETTE PARKS -
Of the properties under the auspices of the West Lafayette Parks and 

Recreation Dept., the Celery Bog Nature Area is by far the largest. Including 
the Lilly Nature Center, it occupies 195 of the city’s 464 acres of recreational 
areas, picnic grounds, nature trails and playgrounds. 

Once upon a time, the Celery Bog, 1620 Lindberg Road, was a large vege-
table farm. Now it is a sanctuary for rabbits, coyotes, opossums, nearly 120 
different species of birds and other small mammals. Much of the acreage is 
contained by five wetland basins. The Lilly Nature Center features exhibits 
and educational programs available throughout the year. 

Happy Hollow Park, 1301 Happy Hollow Road, is a great location for 
hiking or walking. There’s the 1-mile paved Trolley Line Trail that will appeal 
to hikers. Three different footpaths are available as well.

For the younger residents, there are two playgrounds. Older, active resi-
dents might enjoy the small softball field. Four picnic shelters have always 
been popular and available for reservations. 

Cumberland Park is far more than the Arni Cohen Memorial softball fields 
drivers see while traveling on North Salisbury Street. Nearly half of the 62-
acre complex is taken up by the Michaud-Sinninger Woods Nature Preserve 
and the large turf/soccer area.

There are also the community vegetable gardens, two lighted basketball 
courts, the Pony League baseball field and a volleyball court.  

Tapawingo Park, 100 Tapawingo Drive, contains the one-and-a-quarter 
mile paved Wabash Heritage Trail and a playground. When cold weather 
arrives, the Riverside Skating Center is a popular hangout. 

- OTHER LAFAYETTE PARKS -
Arlington Park, 1635 Arlington Road, is home to a playground, basketball 

and tennis courts, plus a picnic shelter. 

Armstrong Park, 821 Beck Lane, is named in honor of Purdue graduate 
and first man on the moon Neil Armstrong. The large (30 acres) park has 
three youth baseball fields, five lighted tennis courts, lighted basketball 
courts, a playground and for fitness buffs, a 2/3 mile paved trail. Armstrong 
Park also is home to Castaway Bay aquatic center. 

Centennial Park, Sixth and Brown streets, features a playground, basket-
ball court and picnic shelter. 

Hanna Park, 1201 N. 18th St., is located adjacent to the Hanna Commu-
nity Center. It boasts unique playground equipment targeted for children 
ages 2-5 and 5-12. Hanna Park also is home to a basketball court and picnic 
shelter.

Tucked inside a north side neighborhood, Hedgewood Park, 2902 Beverly 
Lane, features plenty of green space and a playground. 

Also on the north side, Linnwood Park, 1501 Greenbush St., is home to a 
basketball court, playground and picnic shelter. 

Once home to the world horseshoe championships, Lyboult Sports Park, 
1300 Canal Road, still has the horseshoe facility along with three lighted 
softball fields, a sand volleyball court and basketball courts. 

McAllister Park on North Ninth Street is home for model plane enthusi-
asts and is part of the Wabash Heritage Trail. 

As Lafayette’s east side began to grow in the latter part of the 20th centu-
ry, McCaw Park, 3745 Union St., came into existence thanks to a $70,000 
donation from William and Michele McCaw. At first, McCaw Park had three 
lighted youth baseball fields and a couple of picnic shelters. But in the past 
few years, a state-of-the-art playground and 12 pickleball courts have been 
added.  

Munger Park, 3505 Greenbush St., also exists today thanks to the gen-
erosity of Cinergy-PSI donating the 32 acres and a $100,000 contribution 
from Thomas and Alice Munger. A one-mile paved trail is surrounded by 
open space and curves around a pond. Fishing is permitted. There’s also a 
playground and a 100-seat picnic shelter available for rent. 

Back in the heyday of Marion Crawley and Bill Berberian, high school bas-
ketball players would spend hours playing at Murdock Park, 2100 Cason St. 
Thanks to former Purdue standout Brian Cardinal, the remodeled Cardinal 
Court is still home to future stars. An overlooked feature of Murdock Park 
is the 39 acres of urban forest located just off 18th Street, one of Lafayette’s 
busiest streets. What little area isn’t occupied by nearly 40 variety of trees is 
home to a sled run that operates even when Mother Nature hasn’t provided 
enough of the white stuff. A challenging disc golf course is located near the 
Ferry Street border of Murdock Park. 
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Mascouten Park, 900 N. River Road, has easy access to the Wabash 
River with a boat ramp. Picnic tables also adorn the 15-acre park. 

University Farm Park, 500 Lagrange St., contains playgrounds and a 
picnic shelter inside one of the city’s newer neighborhoods. 

There’s something to do for all ages at George E. Lommel Park, 300 
Wilshire Ave. A small softball field and soccer area provide plenty of space 
for older children. Two playgrounds and picnic tables make the park a nice 
place to spend an afternoon. 

How many of you would have enjoyed a climbing boulder growing up? 
Peck-Trachtman Park, 3300 Dubois St., has one to go with a playground 
and picnic shelter. 

Lincoln Park packs a lot into a half-acre lot at 255 Lincoln St.: A play-
ground, picnic tables inside a 12-by-20-foot shelter and a swing set. 

Formerly known as Centennial Neighborhood Park, Paula R. Woods 
Park was renamed in 2011 in honor of the former West Lafayette Board 
of Parks and Recreation member. This small park on the corner of Lawn 
Avenue and Vine Street is a fitting tribute to the lifetime resident of the 
New Chauncey Neighborhood. A small picnic shelter and a playground for 
pre-school children is appropriate for the neighborhood. 

The Northwest Greenway Trail inside Trailhead Park, 1450 Kalberer 
Road, provides an experience with nature over its four acres. A picnic shel-
ter and tables are also available. 

A basketball court and exercise area are part of Tommy Johnston Park 
on 200 S. Chauncey St. Johnston was a long-time Purdue employee and 
president of the West Lafayette Board of Parks and Recreation for 14 of his 
20 years on the board. A picnic shelter and swing set also occupy the half-
acre park. 
 

- TIPPECANOE COUNTY PARKS -
One relic of Indiana’s French heritage is Fort Ouiatenon (wee-ah-the-

non), established along the Wabash River in 1717 as a fur trading post. 
Named for the Wea tribes in the area, Ouiatenon was one of Indiana’s 
earliest settlements. That heritage is recognized each fall with the Feast of 
the Hunters’ Moon. The replica blockhouse, built in 1930, is open weekends 
from mid-May to August. Programs and tours may be arranged through the 
Tippecanoe County Historical Association. 

Nearly 100 years after Fort Ouiatenon was established, another milestone 
moment in Indiana history took place in Battle Ground. On Nov. 11, 1811, 
General William Henry Harrison led his troops into battle against Tecum-
seh and his Native American confederation. The site of that battle, which 
led to Harrison becoming the ninth President of the United States, is the 
home of  Tippecanoe Battlefield Park, a National Historic Landmark.

Visitors can’t miss the 85-foot tall marble obelisk monument to the Battle 
of Tippecanoe. There’s also the Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center, open daily 
from mid-April through early November. The Tippecanoe County Histori-
cal Association operates the museum inside the park that tells the story of 
Harrison’s victory.  

Nearby, the Tippecanoe County Amphitheater began as the home for an 
outdoor historical drama but in recent years has been home to summer 
concerts, festivals, weddings, picnics and high school cross country events. 
Soccer fields and hiking/biking trails also occupy the 166-acre campus. 

Ross Hills Park and the adjoining Ross Camp is spread out over 380 acres 
off South River Road in West Lafayette. In addition to the restored David 
Ross House, visitors will enjoy the Sullivan and Hentschel picnic shelters, 
adjoining volleyball courts, hiking trails, wooded picnic sites and a softball 
backstop.

The scenic Ross Camp has nearly 200 wooded acres and is home to a 
chapel and dining hall ideal for weddings, receptions and banquets. A frame 
lodge is available for meetings and overnight retreats. If camping is more 
your style, a campground with modern and primitive sites is available. Other 
amenities include a catch-and-release fishing pond and hiking trails. 

Speaking of hiking, the 13-mile Wabash Heritage Trail begins at Tippeca-
noe Battlefield Park and follows the Wabash River to Riehle Plaza in down-
town Lafayette, back across the Wabash southward toward Fort Ouiatenon. 
Picnic tables and benches are available along the trail. 

Part of the Wabash Heritage Trail, Davis Ferry Park – located on Ninth 
Street Road along the Wabash – also has a boat launch and picnic area. 

Granville Park also offers boat access to the Wabash River, located just off 
South River Road. 

Wildcat Park provides not only canoe access to Wildcat Creek, but is avail-
able for fishing and picnicking. 

Mar Len Park has been home to outstanding softball for decades, most 
recently the Indiana Magic girls team. A picnic shelter is also located on the 
site just south of Wea Ridge Elementary School on County Road 150 E. ★
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International 
grocery stores 
offer a taste of 
home, cater to 
adventurous 
cooks

For some, a visit to an interna-
tional grocery store is about acquir-
ing the proper ingredients to create 
authentic ethnic cuisine. Yet for 
others, it’s a way to feel at home. 

Jenny Hwang, manager of Hana 
Market in West Lafayette, says 
shopping at Hana Market evokes 
fond memories, where shoppers 
can be surrounded by the familiar 
sights and smells that remind them 
of home. 

“We try to carry lots of food for 
students,” she says. “They’re far 
away from home.”

The presence of Purdue Univer-
sity, and its population of interna-
tional students – one of the highest 
for a major university in the country 
– means that grocery stores that 
cater to that population are plentiful. 
Yet the stores are also popular for 
people with an epicurean streak, as 
it’s possible to get the best possible 
ingredients for one’s culinary en-
deavors. The stores feature authentic 
items – some fresh, some frozen, 
some ready to eat – and right in your 
own backyard. 

Around the world, 
one market at a time

ALDI
210 SAGAMORE PARKWAY,  
WEST LAFAYETTE and
957 SAGAMORE PARKWAY,  
LAFAYETTE 

Maybe you don’t know that shop-
ping at Aldi is actually a German su-
permarket experience. This explains 
why you must pay a deposit, or 
pfand, when you pick up your shop-
ping cart, which is refunded upon 
its return. Shoppers are encouraged 
to bring their own bags; Aldi does 
have plastic bags, but customers are 
charged for them – another German 
practice. 

Aldi, a no-frills supermarket, 
carries standard grocery items, 
but many of them are European 
brands. Its housewares are a hit, but 
as regulars at Aldi know, you can’t 
depend on finding items from one 
week to the next. At Christmastime, 
Aldi is the best place in town to find 
traditional German holiday treats, 
such as mulled wine, or Gluhwein, 
and chocolate advent calendars. 

ASIA MARKET
2400 YEAGER ROAD,  
WEST LAFAYETTE 

Asia Market caters to multiple eth-
nic palates. Aisles are clearly labeled, 
noting food items from Africa, India, 
Korea, Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singapore, China and Taiwan. Fresh 
and frozen meats, rice in bulk, and 
frozen items are all available, as are 
spices, sauces and easy-to-prepare 
foods. Dishes and housewares are 
also available. 

BETTER WORLD MARKET
402 BROWN ST.,  
WEST LAFAYETTE 

Better World Market is hidden 
just off the West Lafayette levee, 
tucked in behind Tapawingo Park 
and Wabash Landing. A fairly large 
supermarket, it carries a variety of 
items that cater to its Asian clientele. 
The store carries a variety of vege-
tables, from lotus root to Japanese 

BY CINDY GERLACH 
STOCK PHOTOGRAPHY



64    GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE GREATER LAFAYETTE MAGAZINE    65

Out
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and discover 800+ local 
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This project made possible by: 

makin g th e arts happen

PLAN YOUR OUTING TODAY AT 
OutAndAboutArts.com

yams. Customers can find everything 
they need to cook their dishes, such 
as bulk rice, fresh meat and spices, 
or they can find easy-to-prepare 
ramen noodles and frozen items. 

Some toiletries also are available, 
with translated labels, making it 
friendly for those unfamiliar with 
English. 

The store also offers local delivery 
and free pick-up.  

As a bonus, there is a small restau-
rant hidden in the back of the store, 
offering authentic Chinese cuisine. 

HANA MARKET
3457 BETHEL DRIVE,  
WEST LAFAYETTE 

From its inauspicious frontage in 
a strip mall, Hana Market appears 
to be tiny. But upon entering, it’s a 
large space, filled with rows of items 
that cater to its audience. The store 
is about 80 percent Korean items, 
says Hwang, with some Japanese 
and Chinese items.

It’s a haven for those far from 
home, Hwang says, a place where 
they can find familiar items –  
especially for students, who long for 
the comforts of home.

“It’s a hangout for them,” Hwang 
says.

The store offers a variety of gro-
cery items – from staples for cooking 
to quick items, easy to heat up and 
prepare, which are popular with 
students. People can pick up snack 
items or their daily supplies, such as 
rice and kimchi. 

The market also tries to keep up 

with what is trendy, Hwang says, 
which appeals to both students and 
U.S. customers, who, thanks to the 
Internet and social media, have of-
ten heard of particular items and are 
anxious to try them. Currently, very 
spicy items are en vogue – and Hana 
is sure to have them. 

People often come in and ask 
Hwang about particular items that 
are trending. And she is happy to 
lend assistance.

“If I’m not busy and someone asks 
about the recipe, I can explain how 
to make it,” she says. 

KHYBER SUPERMARKET
237 E. STATE ST.,  
WEST LAFAYETTE 

Khyber Supermarket offers a 
selection of Middle Eastern items. 
Located near the Purdue University 
campus, it’s convenient for stu-
dents and faculty alike. Spices are 
readily available, as are ingredients 
for many beloved Middle Eastern 
dishes. 

OASIS MEXICAN GROCERY
2338 SAGAMORE PARKWAY,  
WEST LAFAYETTE 

This store, on the edge of West  
Lafayette, offers everything one 
needs to make authentic Mexi-
can food. From beans and rice to 
pre-made tortillas, Mexican food 
lovers can find everything they need. 
Beverages and specialty sweets are 
favorites. ★

Other international groceries:

INDIAN AND INTERNATIONAL GROCERY: 1070 SAGAMORE PARKWAY WEST, WEST LAFAYETTE

JALISCO GROCERY: 3315 MCCARTY LANE, LAFAYETTE

LA CHIQUITA: 1440 SAGAMORE PARKWAY NORTH, LAFAYETTE

LA PLAZA: 2100 VETERANS MEMORIAL PARKWAY, LAFAYETTE

LA VILLAGE FOOD MART: 208 SOUTH ST., LAFAYETTE
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INSPIRED BY 
DRIVEWAY DUNKS. 
AND GUARDING 
AGAINST HEART 
DISEASE.
World-class heart care that’s right in  
your backyard. At Franciscan Health,  
we’re inspired by care that goes beyond  
procedures and prescriptions. We’re inspired  
by you. Discover more about what inspires us,  
shoot over to FranciscanHealth.org/HeartCare.

Your data is your business. 
Protecting it is ours.

Data center features:
• Cisco-powered network with direct fiber 

connections to major data centers
• Two-factor biometric access security with 

complete video surveillance
• Fully redundant power and temperature 

controls
• Built to withstand 150 mph winds (EF-3 

tornado)
• Zoned fire suppression system

wintek.com  /  (765) 742-8428

Experience internet and technology solutions, 
including WAN and dark fiber, from people who 
are proud to be part of your local community.
Contact us today to schedule a tour of our facility.

Protect your valuable systems and databases 
that your business depends on with data 
center services from Wintek. Located right 
here in Lafayette, Wintek’s state-of-the-art 
data center provides secure, safe, and reliable 
infrastructure. We have the flexibility to 
customize a solution to fit your business 
needs and budget today.
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C O M M E R C I A L  B A N K I N G   |   P E R S O N A L  B A N K I N G   |   P R I V A T E  W E A L T H

First Merchants Private Wealth Advisors products are not FDIC insured, are not deposits of First Merchants Bank, are not guaranteed by any federal government agency, 
and may lose value. Investments are not guaranteed by First Merchants Bank and are not insured by any government agency.

Deposit accounts and loan products are offered by First Merchants Bank, Member FDIC, Equal Housing Lender.

WE’LL HELP YOU SEE BEYOND  
  THE BOTTOM LINE.

firstmerchants.com  1-800-205-3464

We’ve been buying and selling real estate in 
Greater Lafayette for over 100 years.

Let us simplify the process for you.

765-742-1400 • www.shook.com • 427 Main Street, Downtown Lafayette

Your
Greater
Lafayette
real estate
experts

136007 _ SHOOK

SHOOK
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
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HOMETOWN SERVICEfrom first to final payment

PURDUEFED.COM/MORTGAGE

*Subject to credit approval. Purdue Federal Credit Union offers mortgages in all U.S. states except Alaska, Hawaii, Maine, New York, Vermont, and the 
U.S. territories including Guam, Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands, as of January 2, 2020. Restrictions may apply. See a mortgage specialist for details. 
Federally insured by NCUA.
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