
Welcome to the third Greater Lafayette Climate 
Action Plan (GLCAP) Newsletter!  
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PHASE 1

PROGRAM  
INITIATION

 • Conduct Chartering 
Session

 • Establish Leadership 
Framework

 • Develop Interagency 
Agreement

 • Draft Vision and  
Mission Statements

PHASE 2

PROGRAM  
DEVELOPMENT

 • Develop  
Communication Plan

 • Identify Key 
Stakeholders

 • Facilitate Action Plan 
Review Workshops

 • Develop Resource 
Catalogue

 • Prepare Schedule

PHASE 4

REPORT  
DEVELOPMENT

 • Synthesize Data and 
Organize Initiatives

 • Draft CAP Outline  
and Major Topics to 
Address

PHASE 5

PROGRAM 
IMPLEMENTATION

 • Measurement and 
Verification of Metrics

 • Development of New 
Policies

 • Engaging with Local 
Businesses and 
Industries

 • Public Outreach

THE PLAN

PHASE 3

PROGRAM  
EXECUTION

 • Perform Baseline 
Assessment

 • Integrate Approach  
with Existing Plans

 • Gather Input From 
Local Specialists and 
Stakeholders

 • Collect Public Input  
on Drafted Initiatives

CURRENT PHASE

In the Fall of 2020, the Cities of Lafayette, West Lafayette, and Tippecanoe County joined 
forces in a historic, cooperative Greater Lafayette Climate Action Plan (GLCAP) initiative. 
If you missed the first two issues of the GLCAP Newsletter, please visit the GLCAP website 
to catch up! This newsletter will provide an overview of progress made with respect to the 
GLCAP since the second newsletter issued in November 2021.

GLCAP Planning Status
Since joining forces, the Cities of Lafayette, West Lafayette, and Tippecanoe County have 
developed an organizational framework completing two of five phases for this initiative. Phase 
3, predominantly focused on public input and community engagement and remains ongoing 
throughout the next phase. We are currently working on Phase 4 which predominantly 
focuses on development of the Climate Action Plan itself. The first step was to develop a 
draft list of focus areas as it relates to the GLCAP. Some are listed under Phase 4 - Report 
Development in the graphic below. The GLCAP Joint Leadership Committee has been hosting a series of focus area discussions with 
relevant stakeholders to gather feedback and input that will ultimately assist in the drafting of initiatives and strategies for the GLCAP.

Check out our  

website 

To learn more about the Greater Lafayette  
Climate Action Plan and to sign up for our  

mailing list to stay in the loop!

greaterlafayetteclimate.com

https://greaterlafayetteind.com/climate-action-plan/
https://greaterlafayetteind.com/climate-action-plan/


WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO
FOCUS AREA DISCUSSIONS
The GLCAP’s Joint Leadership Committee has begun organizing 
focus group input meetings with our advisory committee members 
and other local specialists. So far, we have hosted meetings focused 
on energy (use in buildings, infrastructure, and renewables), 
manufacturing (industry practices), transportation, land use and 
agriculture, and health and safety. Our next focus area meeting will 
be focused on recycling and waste management practices. 

These meetings were held to get a sense of what efforts are currently 
ongoing in our county, state and local regulations (existing or 
potential) that may help or hinder our efforts, partnerships that 
could be leveraged to amplify everyone’s efforts, and what barriers 
local organizations face in sustainability and resiliency.

OTHER PUBLIC OUTREACH EVENTS
Greater Lafayette Commerce:Greater Lafayette Commerce:  On January 25, the Joint Leadership 
Committee gave a brief overview of the GLCAP to Community 
Council members of the Greater Lafayette Commerce. 

Farm Bureau:Farm Bureau: On December 14, Amy Krzton-Presson gave a 
brief overview of the GLCAP to the Tippecanoe County Board 
of the Farm Bureau.  Amy shared information on the climate 
action planning process, how climate change will impact Indiana 
farmers, and information on local cost share opportunities for 
farmers that want to implement conservation initiatives on their 
farms.  Approximately 30 people were in attendance in person, with 
additional people joining over zoom. 

Rotary Club:Rotary Club:  On January 4,  Amy Krzton-Presson presented to the 
Lafayette Rotary Club over Zoom.  This meeting was also attended 
by members of the Tippecanoe County League of Women Voters 
Environmental Sustainability Committee.   Amy shared data from 
the Purdue Climate Change Research Center on how central Indiana 
will be impacted by climate change and explained the process of 
climate action planning.   Attendees were also told how they can 
combat climate change in their day to day lives.  Approximately 40 
people were in attendance.  

Thriving Communities – Hoosier Interfaith:  Thriving Communities – Hoosier Interfaith:  On January 19, the Joint 
Leadership Committee met with Thriving Faith Communities and 
Hoosier Interfaith Power & Light to learn how churches and houses 
of worship can be more sustainable and resilient. (hoosieripl.org/hoosieripl.org/
thriving-faith-communitiesthriving-faith-communities)  
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Technical Studies
TREE CANOPY
Trees make a significant impact on reduction of greenhouse gases by 
removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, and are a key factor 
in climate resilience by reducing stormwater runoff and urban heat.  
These many benefits mean that trees are an important factor in 
climate action planning. The cities of Lafayette, West Lafayette and 
Tippecanoe County have taken the first step towards understanding 
how local changes in land use and tree canopy have contributed to 
the region’s net GHG profile. A tree canopy study identifies where 
trees currently are in urbanized areas, and helps to prioritize areas 
for tree planting plans in the future.  Lafayette and West Lafayette 
urban foresters will be working with the Environmental Resilience 
Institute to complete our tree canopy study that will inform our 
climate action plan.

We want to hear  
what YOU think! 

Your responses will assist us develop policies and initiatives that reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and protect equitable quality of life for current and future generations in Greater 

Lafayette. The survey is anonymous, and information will not be shared with anyone outside 
of the Greater Lafayette Climate Action Planning committees.

Take OUR SURVEY

In 2010, the State of Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
conducted a statewide street tree benefit study using i-Tree 
Streets. The study showed that statewide, Indiana’s street trees 
have provided approximately $79 million of annual economic 
benefits and environmental services to the community.  
To learn more go to Indiana’s Street Benefits Summary.Indiana’s Street Benefits Summary.

Stormwater
Management

$24.1 million

Air Quality 
Improvement

$2.8 million

Energy Savings

$9.7 millionCO2 Reduction

$1.1 million $79
million/year

Total Benefits

https://hoosieripl.org/thriving-faith-communities/
https://hoosieripl.org/thriving-faith-communities/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JMV6WVP
https://www.itreetools.org/documents/323/Indiana_Statewide_Street_Tree_Analysis.pdf


Shannon Stanis, Executive Director of NICHES 
Land Trust - NICHES Land Trust is a membership 
based, environmental non-profit organization based in 
Lafayette, Indiana.  Their mission is to protect, restore 
and sustain Northern Indiana’s ecosystems by providing 
habitat for native species and offering natural places 
for the education, appreciation, and enjoyment of 
current and future generations. NICHES stewards 
over 3,800 acres in their 13-county region and is a 
leader in the management of natural areas for native 
plants and animals in Indiana. Protecting, restoring, 
and sustaining native ecosystems is one of the most 
important and most effective ways to build resiliency  
in the community and mitigate the harmful impacts of the 
changing climate. Together, they steward forests, prairies, and wetlands 
that capture and store carbon and support species diversity. NICHES 
acres are free to visit and accessible to all, increasing quality of life and 
equity in our community. To get more information, become a member, or 
find a trail,  go to  NICHESLandTrust.org.

GLCAP ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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What can I do?
Tips for an Eco-Friendly YardTips for an Eco-Friendly Yard

Look for alternatives to Turf 
Lawns – according to the NRDC, 
lawns across the country 
consume a total of 3 trillion 
gallons of water annually. 
Consider converting your lawn 
to a native planting.  Native 
plants have adapted to our local 
conditions and don’t need to be 
watered.
  
To learn more, read the IndyStar 
article written by Keep Indianapolis 
Beautiful.

Avoid use of harsh chemical 
fertilizers.  Nutrients are a 
major source of pollution in the 
Wabash River. 

Incorporate native plants 
into your yard to enhance 
biodiversity. 

Visit the Indiana Native Plant 
Society’s directory to find vendors 
that sell natives in your area.

Eliminate the use of your gas 
lawnmower and invest in electric 
yard tools.

Look into green infrastructure 
options (rain barrels, rain 
gardens, etc.).

Visit the tippeconow.com/options  
to learn more.

Use sunny parts of your yard to 
grow your own vegetables.  

Bota-Nanny is a local 
business that can help you get 
started:  botananny.com

Bryce Patz, Community Forestry 
and Greenspace Manager for 
the City of West Lafayette, IN - 
Cities like West Lafayette 
recognize the importance of 
leveraging greenspace and our 
urban forest as we grow sustainably 
for a more resilient community. 
Our urban forest works hard to 
sequester atmospheric carbon, 
mitigate millions of gallons 
of stormwater runoff, create 
walkable neighborhoods, and 
increase economic growth. 

The Parks and Recreation 
Department, along with the West 
Lafayette Tree Friends, will be 
constructing a municipal nursery 
in 2022. The municipal nursery 
will grow native tree species, as 
well as grow native forbs and 
perennials for restoration projects 
throughout the city. We are 
excited for this initiative and will 
continue to grow our urban forest 
as well as manage our park lands 
effectively.

https://www.nicheslandtrust.org/
https://www.nicheslandtrust.org/
https://www.nicheslandtrust.org/
https://www.nrdc.org/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/environment/2021/04/06/indiana-native-plants-gardening/6988033002/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/environment/2021/04/06/indiana-native-plants-gardening/6988033002/
https://indiananativeplants.org/
https://www.tippeconow.com/options.php
http://www.botananny.com
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/parks/
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/parks/
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/department/board.php?structureid=79
https://www.westlafayette.in.gov/department/board.php?structureid=79


Thank you for reading our third GLCAP newsletter. Stay tuned for more updates!       

- GLCAP Joint Leadership Committee  
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PAST AND UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY / MARCH 

TICT Partners Meeting and Activity Update
All are welcome!  Come to hear what Tippecanoe Invasive  
Cooperative Taskforce (TICT) has been up to over the past year 
and what their plans are for 2022.   

For more information, go to tippecanoecountyswcd.org/tict tippecanoecountyswcd.org/tict

Tuesday, February 1, 2022  |  10:00 -  11:00 am

Virtual Forest Management for Private Woodland 
Owner Course
The Virtual Forest Management for the Private Woodland Owner 
course will provide 8 online meetings designed to provide 
woodland owners an introduction to the biology of their forest, 
management options, and sources of assistance.

Registration and a $15 fee are required to participate in the 
course.

Register here:  //cvent.me/xw03lq //cvent.me/xw03lq

Thursdays, February 24 - April 14, 2022  |  6:00 -  8:30 pm

Composting Workshop
A free composting workshop by Pat Williams from Purdue Purdue 
ExtensionExtension will be held at the Congress Street United Methodist Congress Street United Methodist 
ChurchChurch, 2010 Congress St., Lafayette.  

This is a great way to learn how to start composting or learn how 
to do it better.  All are welcome.  Please enter from the large 
parking lot.

Saturday, February 19, 2022  |  11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Cover Crop Field Day
Free event to learn more about cover crops and the equipment 
used to manage them. There will be three separate sessions:

• 9:00 am - 10:30 am: Wildcat Valley Farms
• 11:00 am - 12:30 pm: Ivy Tech Community College
• 1:15 pm - 2:45 pm: Grow Local Powderhouse Lane

You may attend sessions individually, or attend all three.  
No registration is required.

Additional Info:  wabashriver.net/workshops/wabashriver.net/workshops/
Questions:  Angie Miller, 765-474-9992, ext. 4006 

Thursday, March 24, 2022  |  9:00 am - 2:45 pm 

Invasive Species Workshop
Join TICT at Prophetstown State Park for a Invasive Species 
Workshop. This workshop is ideal for private landowners who 
want to improve their invasive species knowledge, identification 
skills, and have an interest in learning about methods of 
treatment and removal. 

Participants will have the opportunity to get outside and apply 
identification and treatment skills discussed in the classroom in 
the field. Natural resource professionals from across the county 
will be assisting with both the classroom learning and field 
portion of this workshop. Coffee and tea will be provided.

The workshop is free and open to the public, though space is 
limited and registration is required. 

Register here:    //psp-tict-march-2022.eventbrite.com//psp-tict-march-2022.eventbrite.com

Saturday, March 5, 2022  |  8:30 am -  12:00 pm

https://tippecanoecountyswcd.org/tict
https://cvent.me/xw03lq
https://extension.purdue.edu/
https://extension.purdue.edu/
https://cosumc.org/
https://cosumc.org/
http://wabashriver.net/workshops/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/invasive-species-workshop-tickets-254643344097

